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Onthe Comparative Influence of Vegetable 
and Animal Decomposition as a Cause 
of Fever. By Usuer Parsons, M.D., 
Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, Pro- 
vidence College, R.1.—( American Jour- 
nal of the Medical Sciences. Nov. 1830.) 

Récherches, jusqu’& quel point les Emana- 
tions putrides provenant de la Decom- 
position des Matiéres Animales peuvent 
contribuer aU Alteration des Substances 
Alimentaires. Par M. Parent Du Cua- 
te.et, Membre du Conseil de la Salu- 
brité, &c.—( Annales . d’ Hygiene pub- 
liqgue et de Medécine Legale. Paris, 
Janvier, 1831.) 

De UInfluence et de U Assainissement des 
salles de Dissection, Par MM. D’Arcer 
et Parent Du Cuarecet.—( Meme ouv- 
rage. Paris, April 1831.) 

(Continued from page 326.) 

We now proceed to a succinct but faith- 
ful exposure of the reasons which induce 
Dr. Parsons to deny the validity of some of 
the facts we bave cited, and to assume that 
the effluvia proceeding from animal matters 
in a state of decay, are capable of generating 
diseases of a febrile character. The learned 
and ingenious author first recapitulates at 
great length, and with much clearness, the 
several prominent facts connected with the 
diseases acknowledged on all hands to arise 
from vegetable decomposition, and from an 
accurate comparison of these, with various 
observations he has himself collected, he 
concludes, that quantity of material, a 
high temperature, and moisture,” are essen- 
tial to the generation of the vegetable poi- 
son. He then proceeds, by what appears to 
be a fair analogy, to apply this axiom to the 
elucidation of the discussions concerning the 
supposed febrific powers of putrescent ani- 
mal matter, 
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Dr. Parsons’ mode of supporting the old 
opinion is two-fold. In the first place, he 
canvasses the bearing of the various facts 
related by, Bancroft. (With the memoirs of 
the Parisian authors he was unacquainted 
when he wrote.) Under the second head he 
advances several facts, which he considers 
positive evidence of the pestilential proper- 
ties of the animal exhalation, And first we 
find him replying in the following terms to 
the query so tauntingly advanced by the 
disciples of Bancroft,—‘* Why, if yellow 
and putrid fevers can be generated by ani- 
mal decomposition, are there not more nume- 
ous and better-authenticated cases of their 
occurrence ?”’ ver 

«Tn answering this question, we are to 
keep in mind the circumstances, which we 
have already considered, which tend to give 
efficacy to vegetable decomposition as a 
cause of these fevers—they are intense beat, 
moisture, and abundance of decomposing 
materials. Now, a careful examination of 
the two cases will show that these three 
circumstances occur often, in respect to 
vegetable matter, and but very rarely in re- 
pect to animal matter, In the first place, 
in respect to heat and moisture, animal mat- 
ter is rarely found like vegetables in suit- 
able relation to them, It is not abundant 
like vegetables upon marshes, where the 
sun can act upon a broadly extended surface 
of it, and that too while in a constantly 
moist state.” 

Again, with reference to the abundance of 
materials :— 

«Where a carcass is not placed under 
favourable circumstances for dessication, we 
know that it can exist in a putrid state but 
for a comparatively short space of time. 
The law imposed upon animals, ‘ Eat or be 
eaten,’ is imperative, and we know, with- 
out referring to Scripture, that ‘ where the 
carcass is, there will the eagles be gathered 
together.’ Carnivordus animals, large or 
small, are always at hand to consume every 


species of carrion. 
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He also alludes, but in a most cursory 
manner, to the examples of quantity of 
materials, supposed to be afforded by burial- 
grounds existing in populous places. On 
this argument he offers the following re- 
marks, important, as we shall presently per- 
ceive, rather in reference to the safety of 
intramural sepulture, than for its bearing on 
the point immediately in question: — 

* Much has been said of the influence of 
city interments upon the public health, and 
those who bold to the innoxious nature of 
animal putrefaction, might refer me to bury- 
ing-grounds for sufficient quantities of de- 
composing bodies. It is not worth the time 
to examine the fine-spun theories published 
by Dr. Pascalis, to show that ‘ the fetid 
gases in a grave can permeate the superin- 
cumbent earth, aud exhibit phosphorescent 
light hovering over the spot, and impreg- 
nating the atmesphere with morbific prin- 
ciples,’ Sufficient for the present discus- 
sion is the fact, that when the yellow fever 
broke out in New York, from Coentis’ slip, 
and spread through the neighbourhood, its 

ess was immediately arrested by cover- 
ing the putrid animal and vegetable mate- 
rials from which it issued, with fresh earth. 
But because dead bodies when covered 
with earth, as im this case, and also as in 
graves, do not produce fever, are we to infer 
that such bodies would not produce fever if 
exposed to the open air?” 

Dr. Parsons next discusses tle apparent- 
ly convincing proofs afforded by the exhu- 
mations at Paris and Dunkirk, and here he 
again recalls attention to the necessity of 
the coexistence of heat, quantity of mate- 
rial, and moisture for the elaboration of the 
poison. Of the temperature of the weather 
when these operations were performed, he 
speaks in these terms :— 


“ In referring to these, and all other 
cases of animal decomposition, we are to 
bear in mind the circumstances we have al- 
ready related of vegetable matter, as neces- 
sary to constitute it a cause of malignant, 
yellow, or putrid fever, And in the first 
place, in respect to heat :—This, it has been 
shown, must range ahove 60° of Fahrenheit 
for several days, in order to generate these 
fevers from vegetable decomposition. Now 
what was the temperature at the time the 
exhumations took place. ‘They were com- 
menced at Puris in December, 1785, and 
continued till May, 1786,—renewed again 
in the following December, and continued 
till Fi , and from the month of August, 
2787, to the month of October.’ There 
were then only one or two months of the 


time in which malignant, putrid, or yellow 
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fevers, from even vegetable putrefaction, 
or any other cause, are supposed to occur.” 

But even during the short period, he 
continues, when the heat was sufficient, 
there were no bodies remoyed likely to 
engender disease ; for the most recent, he 
asserts, bad been interred at least five years 
before, an interval in which, according to 
the testimony of Marcet and others, de- 
composition is entirely completed. He also 
lays particular emphasis upon the point, 
that the Paris disinterment was conducted 
principally by night, that torches and fires 
were kept continually lighted, and that 
every precaution was adopted which the 
ingenuity and skill of the great Fourcroy 
could suggest. At Dunkirk also, he finds 
that the temperature was not sufficiently 
high. The same observation is likewise 
plied to the anecdote conceraing the Sevi 
church-yard, quoted in our last, and of 
which, be says, that the heat of the Anda- 
lusian spring never exceeds 80 degrees, the 
point which he deems to be necessary for 
the generation of fever. Dr. Parsons then 
passes to the anecdote, related by Howard, 
of the plague of Smyrna, 

** As to the report of Mr. Howard re- 
specting the governor at the French hospi- 
tal at Smyrna, and of the fetor in his house, 
we may observe, that the febrific princi 
was probably in a great measure excl 
by keeping the windows closed. Dwellings 
in the neighbourhood of slaughter-houses in 
Bréoklyn, are affected in the same manner 
as is the highway; but the smell is not, I 
repeat it, the febrific principle, nor is it to 
be understood as always proportioned to it, 
This story about Smyrna comes third-hand- 
ed, and without any statement of the dis- 
tance of the burying-yard from the house, 
or of the temperature of the air.” 


The dissection illustrations collected by 
Bancroft, he disposes of by simply asking, 
“* whether these are ever prosecuted in 
the heat of summer, when yellow fever 
prevails.” The next point relates to the 
statement concerning the examples of de- 
composing animal matters, afforded by the 
actual exposure of bodies, and animal re- 
mains, in the preparation of adipocire, &c. 
Dr. Parsons’ remarks are here of immense 
importance (especially those wejhave itali- 
cised in the quotation), when we recollect 
that their author was, when he wrote, ua- 
acquainted with the history of the huge 
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slaughter-grounds of Montfaucon, described 
in our last number. 

* The account of an adipocire establish- 
ment, near Bristol, in England, is unaccom- 
panied by any statement of the season of 
the year, or of the temperature of the at- 
mosphere, or the number of persons em- 
ployed or exposed to the effluvia, or of the 
amount of putrid animal matter existing at 
the same time. The same imperfection 
attends the accounts of the dead bodies. 
washed on shore near Aboukir, the glue, 
soap, candle, catgut, and leather factories, 
leontend for no more in respect to heat, 
moisture, and abundance of materials, to 
give febrific activity to animal decomposi- 
tion, than is alread ded by B ft 
and others to be indispensable for the pro- 
duction of yellow fever from vegetable de- 
composition. When, therefore, the above 
instances cited by Bancroft, to which many 
other have been added by the Boston, Phi- 
ladelphia, and Baltimore writers, when, J 
say, these instances are accompanied with 
evidence that heat and moisture concurred 
at the same time, and in the same degree 
as is admitted to be necessary for the pro- 
duction of yellow fever from vegetable mat- 
ter, then, and not till then, is any of this 
negative kind of evidence admissible against 
the febrific arising from animal de- 
composition, 


The last argument adyanced by Dr. Ban- 
croft was founded on the impunity with 
which fish were used as manure in various 
countries. To this Parsons replies, that 
the fish so used are either buried under the 
surface of the earth, or so dried by being 
thinly spread upon it, that the practice was 
not, in the slightest degree, calculated to 
engender the poisonous exhalation. 

Such are the objections offered by the 
American Professor to the powerful state- 
ments recorded in Dr. Bancroft’s Essay. 
We have placed them in the unbroken ar- 
rangement in which their author has put 
them forward, and, in order to do him every 
justice, we have used the very expressions 
which he employs. We may now, therefore, 
without partiality, enter into a summary re- 
view of the conclusiveness of his several 

With respect to the force of his denial 
of the parallelism of circumstances between 
the mode of exposure of animal and vege- 
table substances, it is sufficient to observe, 
that it is impossible to imagine a more per- 
feet degree of identity with regard to wide 


materials, and exposure to an ardent sun, 
than exists between the Pontine marshes 
and the knackeries of Montfaucon. What 
does Dr.j Parsons deem necessary? Heat 
exceeding 80 degrees, moisture, and abun- 
dance of materials, With respect to the 
first, the mean temperature of Paris during 
May, June, July, August, and September, 
| exceeds that point, as may be seen by con- 

sulting the meteorological records of the 
climate of that city, contributed by MM, 
Gay Lussac and Arago to the Annales de. 
Chimie. Of the quantity and degree of 
moisture in these situations, the observa- 
tions of MM. Parent du Chatelet and Orfila 
constitute sufficient evidence, and need not 
be repeated. As to his second objection, 
namely, that the yellow fever of New York 

was immediately arrested by covering up 

with fresh earth the putrid animal and vege- 

table materials at Coentis’ slip, the italicized 

word is sufficient to preclude the necessity 

of taking the objection into serious consi- 

deration. We must, however, observe, that 

we attach but little more confidence to the 

supposed sanatory influence of this strew- 

ing of fresh earth, than we do to the mira- 

culous éffects, recorded with equal show of 
veracity by the Greek and Roman histo- 

rians, of the bizarre and whimsical methods 
in which the ancient oracles and sooth- 

sayers were wont to arrest the progress of 
pestilential diseases. How did these cere- 

monies act?’ By the excitement of moral 

courage, and the diffusion of a belief that 

the cause of the evil was effectually cut off. 

Dr. Parsons gtants that the putrid vegeta- 

bles will engender yellow fever; so does 

Dr. Bancroft. At New York, a mixture of 
putrid animal and vegetable matter is ex- 

posed to intense heat and moisture, and in 

great quantity, All the recorded facts of 
this case concur to show, that the quantity 

of the vegetable matter infinitely exceeded 

that of the animal; yet the author passes 

by this altogether, omits the vegetable, and 

accuses the animal alone, and moreover 

entirely overlooks the fact, that the source 

of miasm in the Italian marshes, is, in many 

districts, some feet beneath the surface of; 
the earth, and that vain attempts have been 
made to impede its transpiration by hegp- 

ing new strata of gravel and ashes ovgr the. 
superincumbent surface. ‘ 


extent of surface, moisture, quantity of 


The objections advanced by Dr. Parsons) 
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to the arguments founded on the Dunkirk 
and Paris exhumations, are rather morgsa- 
tisfactory. Itis indisputably true that the 
temperature was not only moderate, but 
cold, during the greater part of these ope- 
rations, and it is not unreasonable to sup- 
pose, that in the last year of the disinter- 
ments, when the autumn months were en- 
croached on, the exhalations had by this 
time become wasted, through the nume- 
rous apertures of preceding years, and 
that little more remained which could be 
productive of mischief. The great majo- 
rity of the bodies were again either con- 
verted into adipocire, or entirely destroyed. 
We therefore agree with the author, that 
these exhumations do not deserve the im- 
pertance attached to them by Bancroft and 
others. This does not, however, impair 
the justice of Dr. Bancroft’s general con- 
clusions, but it materially supports the infer- 
ence which we in our last Number stated to 
flow from a general comparison of the facts 
adduced on both sides of the question, 
namely, that under certain circumstances 
sepulture, within cities, is perfectly com- 
patible with the public health, and that 
exhumations, when properly conducted, are, 
in temperate latitudes, unattended with any 
more dangerous effect than their influence 
as a moral or predisposing agent. 

Ia Dr. Parsons’ opposition to the infer- 
ence to be derived from the Seville church- 
yards, we cannot, however, at all coincide. 
When he states, that during the spring the 
temperature of the air does not amount to 
80 deg. in that city, he is probably correct, 
but either intentionally or otherwise he 
omits to inform us, whether processions were 
not made to the same grounds during the 
following summer, and whether, during the 
fiery time that immediately succeeded the 
cooler months, the same smells were not 
exhaled. It is perfectly reasonable to pre- 
sume the affirmative of both these proposi- 
tions, and then what becomes of Dr. Par- 
sons’ objections? But to take it in the ne- 
gative sense—to assume that the emanations 
were all exhausted before summer arrived— 
to believe that by this time all the victims 
of the preceding autumn had mouldered 
into a dry and inodorous dust,—to concede, 
in fine, that, after March, no mourner visited 
the tomb of his departed affections,—still 
these admissions would not strengthen Dr. 
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Parsons’ position. We do not, however, 
mean to contend, on the other hand, that 
Bancroft’s hypothesis is materially support- 
ed either, by these facts and observations ; 
indeed the probable, and perhaps the only 
legitimate inference is, that the yellow fever 
had, during the preceding year, exhausted 
itself altogether—that it had either swept 
away or attacked all those susceptible of 
its influence. The researches of Sir Wil- 
liam Pym, Dr. Barry, and others, are, we 
conceive, amply sufficient to establish the 
fact, that such an immunity is obtained by 
passing through one epidemic of this parti- 
cular disease. 

Of the American author’s version of Mr, 
Howard’s account of the plague of Smyrna, 
it is hard to speak in sober terms. He ad- 
mits that the smell entered the French con- 
sul’s apartments, but he states that the 
“‘febrific principle was probably excluded 
by keeping the windows closed.” On re- 
ference to the quotation, it will be seen 
that the windows were occasionally opened, 
and that at all times the house was infested 
with an almost intolerable smell. Now we 
believe it is little shert of ridiculous to as- 
sume, that where the fetid gases entered, 
the poisonous miasm could not ; or, in other 
words, that the several vapours were sifted 
and sorted like shot of different sizes, as 
they penetrated the minute apertures of 
the chimneys, doors, &c. of the French con- 
sul’s habitation. This objection of Parsons, 
therefore, is, we conceive, entirely unavail- 
ing, and Mr. Howard’s anecdote still re- 
mains a forcible supporter of Dr. Buncroft’s 
opinions. 

As to Dr. Parsons’ doubts of the per- 
formance of dissections in summer, we 
might refer him to the London and Dublin 
schools of anatomy, where they are con- 
stantly and assiduously carried on in the 
most sultry weather, without giving rise to 
any febrile diseases. Of his speculations as 
to the use cf fish for manure, we can only 
say, that about six years since, a shoal of 
herrings was stranded on the coast of Mil- 
town Malbay, in Ireland, during the month 
of July—that the peasantry, unable to find 
purchasers for the fresh fish, or to procure 
salt for their preservation, collected them 
into small heaps, to serve as manure for the 
ensuing season—that thus they were ex- 


posed to heat, and occasional rain, for several 
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weeks, generating a most intolerable smell, 
and yet no case of any febrile disease oc. 
curred among the people, though peculiarly 
predisposed to epidemic invasions. 

The only remaining item we have to no- 
tice is, Dr. Parsons’ superficial objection to 
the inferences drawn by Dr. Bancroft from 
his examination of the condition of the adi- 
pocire makers, and persons engaged in simi- 
lar employments. By referring to the ex- 
tract, it will be seen, however, that the 
history of Montfaucon meets all his opposi- 
tion, and that it is not improbable that it 
may eventually induce Dr. Parsons himself 
to modify, if not to forego, many of his 
present opinions, 

We have now, we believe, satisfactorily 
shown, that Bancroft’s doctrine has sus- 
tained no deterioration from Dr. Parsons’ 
objections. We shall now briefly examine 
into the nature of the “ positive” facts 
which the latter author adduces in proof 
of his position, that putrid animal mat- 
ters in sufficient quantity, and under the 
combined influence of intense heat and 
moisture, are capable of generating putrid 
and yellow fevers, These facts are sixteen 
in number, fourteen of which are collected 
among the United States and the West 
Indies ; two only are of European extraction. 
The first of the series is an extract from a 
letter from the Reverend Mr. Channing, 
stating, that the disease which prevailed in 
New London in 1798 was caused by putrid 
fish, but the heat of the summer, both in 
intensity and duration, exceeded what had 
been known in the memory of the oldest in- 
habitants. The fifth fact is of the same 
description : 200 barrels of herrings were 
shipped in July from New York for King- 
ston in Jamaica; they spoiled on the pas- 
sage. The master of the store and his clerk 
lived and slept ina room above that in which 
the fish were stored, and both were attacked 
by yellow fever. Here it is evident that 
numerous other causes may have operated in 
inducing this disease. The period when 
this occurrence took place was, it will be 
remembered, the sickly season of the West 
Indies, and we are not informed whether 
yellow fever did not abound there at the same 
time. As to the sixth fact, which is also 


connected with the exhalations from fish, it 
is sufficient to quote the following remarks, 
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weight that it deserves in the decision of 
t question :— 

‘* 6. The yellow fever which prevailed in 
Newburyport in 1796, appears to have 
been caused by putrid fish. * Respecting the 
origin of the disease,’ says Dr. Coffin, 
‘there have been but two opinions. Some 
have supposed it was generated here ; 
others, that it was imported from the West 
Indies in a vessel which arrived in May. 
The captain’s account is, that about twelve 
days before his arrival here, two of hismen 
died on board of a putrid fever, after which 
he immediately cleansed the vessel by wash- 
ing it with vinegar, smoking it with tar, and 
scrubbing the cabin and steerage floors. He 
threw overboard the clothes which the sick 
had worn, and their bedding. Their other 
clothes were locked up in their chests, and 
afterwards sent home to their friends in a 
neighbouring town, without communicati 
any infection : the rest of the crew esca 
the disease.’”’ 

But in this instance, because, luckily for 
his opinions, some fish offal was dressed 
near the wharf, the narrator prefers to attri- 
bute to them the production of the fever. 
According to this mode of reasoning, he 
might impute to the same cause every fe- 
brile disease which occurs in any maritime 
town.” It is not, moreover, a little suspi- 
cious, that in the majority of cases, the 
points where imported contagion would 
most readily operate, viz., the wharfs, 
quays, &c,, are selected as the places in 
which the putrefying fish produced the dis- 
ease. 

The 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th cases, all 
relate in like manner to exhalations from 
putrid fish. Dr. Parsons only mentions the 
tiles of the pamphlets or papers in which 
the cases are described ; but as he quotes no 
particulars, and as we have not access to the 
documents he refers to, we cannot be ac- 
cused of partiality in refusing to admit his 
belief in their conclusive indications, as a 
‘* positive ” proof that they are really deci- 
sive of the point at issue. 

The second class of cases are alleged ex- 
amples of the generation of yellow fever, 
by exposure to the emanations from putrid 
beef and hides ; of this description is No. 2, 
in which a soldier labouring under gonor- 
rhea at Governor’s Island was attacked 
with yellow fever. The pbysician who 
attended him perceived a very offensive 
smell, and on examination, found three bar- 


in order to show the degree of “‘ positive” 


rels of putrid beef in a cellar under the pa- 
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tient’s bed. On removing these, the soldier 
recovered, Now, it certainly does not ge- 
quire very subtle logic to show, that there 
fis no necessary relation in the light of 
cause and effect between the putrid beef and 
this soldier’s illness. Coincidence of the 
simplest kind is sufficient to explain it, 
without having recourse to the hypothesis, 
that the putrid effluvia generated the dis- 
ease. Were there not, again, other inhabit- 
ants equally exposed in the same tenement ? 
Yet we have no account of these having 
been affected. Of the same uncertain cha- 
Yacter are 15, 14, and 15, inasmuch as va- 
rious other causes, such as the extreme 
heat of the weather, exposure to vegetable 
effluvia, or extreme poverty, intervened in 
each of the examples. 


The 12th fact related by the author de- 
serves more particular notice :-— 
«© 412, Dr. Rand, in his history of the yel- 
low fever in Boston, relates the case of a 
rson who was employed to remove some 
hides in avery putrid state, upon a point of 
land opposite Wheeler’s wharf, and who 
sickened: and died on the third day. This 
history of Dr. Rand describes the masses of 
animal matter in a putrid state on Fort-bill, 
Stoddard’s wharf, &c., and the cases of the 
fever that originated from them. Three lads, 
apprentices to Mr. Manston the cooper, by 
repacking some of this beef, were seized with 
the fever and died,” 
- This, though apparently the strongest of 
the series, is yet by no means convincing, 
It is contended by some of the ablest wri- 
ters of the present day, that yellow fever, 
plague, and some other diseases, are capa- 
ble of being transmitted from one place to 
another by fomites, as certain articles of 
apparel, furniture, &e., have been aptly 
termed ; now it is perfectly clear, that till 
this controversy be decided, the story just 
quoted can prove nothing, because if the 
existence of fomites be proved, the hides 
might have only conveyed a foreign conta- 
gion totally independent of their own de- 
composition. No one ever accused the bed- 
ding and bed-clothes, stated to have been 
thrown overboard from the Dygden in the 
bay of Gibraltar in 1829, with having pro- 
duced by their putrid effluvia, the epidemic 
which soon afterwards broke out, although 
‘many imputed to them the partial blame of 
having acted as vehicles for the importa- 
tion of the fever. Even if we discard the 
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idea of fomites, it still remains to be proved 
that no other exciting causes of the disease 
were applied to the individuals in question. 
The next series of these positive facts is 
such @ mass of exaggeration and whimsi- 
cality, and of the mistaken application of 
various phenomena referable to other causes, 
that we should leave our readers in a much 
higher estimation of Dr, Parsons’ judg- 
ment if we suppressed them altogether. It 
is hard to believe that any rational author 
could trifle so chivalrously with the common 
sense of his readers, and with his own 
reputation, as to found an argument on the 
following ludicrous and apocryphal fiction : 
‘In the month of July, 17—, a very 
corpulent lady died at——. Before her 
death, she~begged as a particular favour to 
be buried in the hiel church. She had 
died on the Wednesday, and on the follow- 
ing Saturday was buried according to her - 
desire. The weather at the time was very 
hot, and a great drought had prevailed. 
The succeeding Sunday, a week after the 
lady had been buried, the protestant clergy- 
man had a very full congregation, upwards 
of nine hundred persons attending, that 
being the day for administering the holy 
sacrament. It is the custom in Germany, 
that when people wish to receive the sacra- 
ment, they neither eat or drink until the 
ceremony is over. The clergyman conse- 
crated the bread and wine, which are un- 
covered during the ceremony. There were 
about one hundred and eighty communi- 
cants. A quarter of an hour after thé cere- 
mony, before they had quitted the church, 
more than sixty of the communicants were 
taken ill: several died in the most violent 
agonies; others, of a more vigorous consti- 
tution, survived by the help of medical 
assistance; a most violent cons 
prevailed among the whole congregation 
and throughout the town, It was con- 
cluded that the wine had been poisoned. 
The sacristy, and several others belonging 
to the vestry, were put in irons. The per- 
sons accused underwent very great hard- 
ships: during the space of a week they 
were confined in a dungeon, and some of 
them were put to the torture, but they per- 
sisted in their innocence. On the Sunday 
following, the magistrate ordered that a 
chalice of wine uncovered should be placed, 
for the space of one hour, upon the altar ; 
the bour had scarcely elapsed, when they 
beheld the wine filled with myriads of in- 
sects; by tracing whence they came, it 
was perceived, by the rays of the sun, that 
they issued from the grave of the lady who 
been buried the ing fortnight. 
The people not belonging to the vestry 
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were dismissed, and four men were em- 
ployed to open the vault aud the coffin; in 
doing this, two of them dropped down and 
expired on the spet, the other two were 
only saved by the utmost exertions of medi- 
cal talents. It is beyond the power of 
words to describe the horrid appearance of 
the corpse when the coffin was opened. The 
whole was an entire mass of putrefaction ; 
and it was uow clearly perceived that the 
numerous insects, together with the effluvia 
which bad issued from the body, had caused 
the pestilential infection which was a week 
before attributed to poison. It is but jus- 
tice to add, that on this discovery the ac- 
cused were liberated, and every 
atonement made by the magistrates and 
élergyman for their misguided conduct.” 


A story of this kind sheds a doubt upon 
all the arguments with which ités placed in 
justa-position, in the same manner that a 
perjured witness involves the cause he ad- 
vocates in the odium of his peculiar ini- 
quity. We shall, however, take it for 
granted, that all the other “ ” are ve- 
raciously related. Of these, No. 3 is per- 
haps the strongest of the whole. 

“ A man waskilled by accident in Orange, 
New Hampshire. In about ten weeks after 
the burial, the body was taken up to be de- 
posited in a different place, Twenty per- 
sons were present at the disinterment of 
the corpse, which was in a putrid state. 
Thirteen of these persons fell sick of fever 
not long after their exposure to the putrid 
gases from the dead body, and several of 
them died. There was no other assignable 
cause for this fever, tlan these noxious 
gases from the dead body, the season and 
the place being otherwise quite healthy.” 


The vagueness iu which this story is re- 
lated, is enough to justify a suspicion that 
it is either much exaggerated, or that it 
has been palmed on its norrator by some 
foolish alarmist. It will be noticed, that 
neither the degree of heat, the interval 
which elapsed between the exposure to the 
putrid vapour, or, most strange of all, the 
wecise number of victims, is accurately 
tated. We believe, in fact, that the pre- 
idicial effects, if any, which followed this 
uterment, are entirely ascribable to the 
iphyxiating power of a collection of irre- 
irable gases suddenly discharged from 

e body in question, aud to the moral de- 

ession this unpleasant emanation was cal- 

lated to produce. This leads us to con- 


are briefly of the following description, and 
which we should premise are deserving of 
more serious attention. An American ship 
was lying at anchor off Canton, and one of 
her crew died of a disease vaguely described 

as dysentery by an unprofessional person, 
Four men were sent on shore to bury the 
body, and in digging a grave unfortunately 

lighted on the very spot where another body 
had been interred three months before. A 
dreadful effuvium issued forth, and the two 
men fell senseless, and were with diffi- 
culty removed. Symptoms of plague set in 

next morning, aud the patients died on the 

fourth and fifth days. 

Four circumstances militate against the 
conclusiveness of this story; first, the pre- 
vious existence of disease on board the 
vessel ; secondly, the fact that sailors after 
along voyage are very frequently attacked 
with jungle fever on their first going on 
shore; thirdly, the admitted fact that one 
of the men not engaged in digging the 
grave at all was similarly affected after the 
lapse of eight days; and, fourthly, the 
anonymous character of the observation, 
The next and last story, however, is caleu- 
lated to elucidate the nature of all this class 
of observations. 


‘*7, In the summer of 1783, M. Faure, 
of Narbonne, in France, bought a house, 
previously occupied as an anatomical hall, 
acd employed three men to dig a cave in the 
cellar. ln digging, they came to a wall of 
a covered necessary, which had been the 
common receptacle of the remains of human 
subjects, and, on extracting a few stones, 
an offensive putrid matter rushed through 
and suffocated them. M. Faure, goiug to 
see the workmen, descended but two or 
three steps before he fell senseless. Of nine 
persons who entered to bring out the suf- 
ferers, six died. M. Faure died in four 
days, and the utifortunate labourers survived 
but a day or two. In the mean time, the 
smell increased to such a degree, as to create 
a pestilence, and the neighbours were 
obliged to remove, buta great many of therm 
died, The mayor of the city being informed 
of the circumstance, had the cellar filled up, 
and the house closed. But the malignant 
effluvia bad pervaded the town, and a great 
many died of the pestis. The disease was 
attended with the black vomit, but not com- 
municated by contagion.” 


This occurrence is identice! in its nature 
with the tragic catastrophes which formerly 


er the last series of positive facts, which 


so frequently happened in Paris on the 
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opening of the peculiar fosses or privies in 
that city, and in which, from their peculiar 
construction, sulphuretted hydrogen gas 
was condensed, and accumulated to an 
enormous degree. The asphyxiating and 
poisonous properties of this gas are well 
known, and it cannot, therefore, be more 
surprising that a workman should be suffo- 
cated when exposed suddenly to its influ- 
ence, than that the vapours of a limekiln 
should in like manner annihilate life. But 
sulphuretted hydrogen also induces second- 
ary effects, resembling fever in many par- 
ticulars.. As Dr. Sigmond has shown, it 
is only necessary to inspire or smell the 
gas prepared from sulphuret of iron, water, 
and sulphuric acid, in a suitable apparatus, 
to experience headach, rigors, and all the 
other symptoms of fever. In the case just 
quoted, therefore, it is not surprising ‘that 
secondary accidents should have occurred ; 
and that these accidents have not been cor- 
rectly described, is sufficiently established 
by the concluding sentence of the extract, 
where the ‘‘ black vomit” is described as a 
symptom of plague, and the disease is, 
moreover, stated not to have been of a con- 
tagious kind. As to the numbers said to 
have died from this cause, we must say that 
the exaggerated air of the entire story does 
not permit us to receive them with implicit 
confidence. 

The imperfect diagnosis between the 
effects of the sulphuretted hydrogen gas, 
and those of true pestilential causes, hzs led 
more authors than Dr. Parsons into serious 
errors. It has especially led to the mis- 
taken notions entertained of the danger of 
opening bodies in this country. Ata cer- 
tain period of putrefaction, this gas is copi- 
ously evolved in the cavity of the abdo- 
men; if the body be confined in a coffin 
and buried, it is condensed and accumulated 
as effectually as in the Parisian necessaries, 
and will, doubtless, if respired in the undi- 
luted state, produce serious mischief. These 
effects are, however, as widely different 
from those of pestilential disease as can be 
imagined, and may be effectually averted by 
the simplest precautions, For a detailed ac- 
count ef these we shall find room in an 
early number, meanwhile we would refer 
those who desire a fuller notice of the 
effects of the sulphuretted hydrogen gas, 
to Dr. Christison’s classic treatise on poi- 
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sons, where he will find it most ably de- 
scrihed, 

We have now completed our analysis of 
Dr. Parsons’ copious memoir, and it will, 
we believe, be at once admitted that as far 
as that is concerned, Dr. Bancroft’s opinions 
remain unshaken, and that the innocuous 
character of putrid animal exhalations is 
sufficiently established. That there is no 
weight in the part of his paper in which 
he comments on Dr. Bancroft’s arguments, 
is sufficiently plain ; while, as to his posi- 
tive facts, we think we have shown that 
not one of them is entitled to that character 
in a strictly logical acceptation of the term. 
But even though it were established that all 
the statements he quotes were duly authenti- 
cated, and that the relation of cause and 
effect between the exhalation and the dis. 
ease in the American cases was satisfacto- 


‘rily proved, still ‘we should remember that 


the same causes which may aid the genera- 
tion of disease in Philadelphia, may be ut- 
terly incompetent to produce it in Paris or 
London—that much depends upon the un- 
known, and perhaps inscrutable, differences 
which in distant places, even under appa- 
rently similar circumstances, change the 
susceptibility of individuals to the operation 
of the same causes. The antipodes of va- 
rious countries, thus, under a similar degree 
of latitude and longitude from a certain 
point in the equatorial line, are still known 
to be dissimilarly circumstanced as to health, 
stature, longevity, aud endemic diseases, 
although they are subject to the same heat, 
live on similar aliments, cultivate a geolo- 
gical identity of soil, and are surrounded by 
apparently the same external agents. In 
short, we believe, that although Dr. Par- 
sons had established all his positive facts, 
and proved that in Philadelphia ‘animal ex- 
halations were prolific of the most energetic 
poison, yet we should also consider that 
M. Parent du Chatelet had made good his 
point, and established that they were per- 
fectly innocent in Paris, 

Before we close this review, in justice 
to the cause espoused by Dr, Parsons, 
have to notice briefly one or two occur 
rences which have taken place in 
country, and which may be supposed 
favour that author’s opinions, The first i 
the awful accident which occurred at M 
Day’s School in Clapham, and a descripti 
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of which was qaoted in Tur Lancer at the 
time. The following observations on this 
case we extract from Dr, Christison’s Trea- 
tise on Poisons :— 

* In August last twenty-two boys, living 
at a boarding-school at Clapham, were 
seized, in the course of three or four hours, 
with alarming symptoms of violent irrita- 
tion in the stomach and bowels, subsultus 
of the muscles of the arms, and excessive 
prostration of strength. Another had been 
similarly attacked three days before. This 
child died in twenty-five and one of the 
others in twenty-three hours. On examina- 
tion after death, the Peyerian glands of the 
intestines were found, in the former case, 
enlarged, and, as it were, tuberculated ; in 
the other there were also ulcers of the 
mucous coat of the small intestines, and 
softening of that coat in the colon. A sus- 
picion of accidental poison having naturally 
arisen, the various utensils and articles of 
food used by the family were examined, but 
without success ; and the only circumstance 
which appeared to explain the accident 
was, that two days before the first child 
took ill, a foul cess-pool had been opened, 
and the materials diffused over a garden 
adjoining to the children’s play-grounds. 
This was considered a sufficient cause of 
the disease by Dr. Spurgin and Messrs. 
Angus and Saunders of Clapbam, as well 
as by Drs. Latham, Chambers, and Pear- 
son, of London, who personally examined 
the whole particulars. 

“ Their explanation may be the only ra- 
tional account that can be given of the mat- 
ter; but till a detailed statemeut be pub- 
lished of the inquiry by which they arrived 
at this conclusion, it must appear unsatisfac- 
tory to the medical jurist and physician, 
since it is not supported, so far as I am 
aware, by any previous account of the sul- 
phuretted hydrogen. For the present a 
fuller investigation of the occurrence in this 
work seems to me unnecessary. But | 
must repeat, that it is an incident of the 
greatest consequence in relation to legal 
medicine ; and every one interested in that 
science must feel disappointed if a complete 
narrative of the inquiries made on the occa- 
sion be not published.” 


As far as we are aware, no such narrative 
has since been published. We cannot, how- 
ever, be surprised at this, for in no other 
civilised country in the world is the inves- 
tigation of such cases committed to the care 
of practitioners, unaccustomed, to say the 
least of it, to such inquiries. Had a medical 
coroner had the management of the inquiry, 
we feel satisfied the results would have been 
widely different. Much mystery still over- 


361 


hangs the affair. That the illness of the 
boys could not be attributed to the exhala- 
tions from the opened drain, we conceive, 
to be partly proved by the fact, that the 
workmen who were most constantly ex- 
posed to its emanations, suffered no incon- 
venience. Besides, the cess-pool appears to 
have contained nothing but human ordure, 
a substance to which Parsons himself de- 
nies the attributes of animal matter. 

The last occurrence which we shall no- 
tice, is one of which we must confess that 
we possess too vague information to enable 
us to reason correctly on its importance: 
we allude to the great exhumation perform- 
ed in Edinburgh in 1815, when the Calton 
church-yard was cut through, in order that 
a new London road might be opened. Ac- 
cording to the information we have derived 
from persons residing near the spot, and from 
newspaper descriptions, several hundred 
bodies were exposed during one of the 
hottest summers ever remembered in that 
city; one man, named M‘Carter, was ac- 
tually suffocated in the act of opening a 
grave. Towards the end of July, an epide- 
mic fever showed itself in Calton Place, 
Leith Terrace, and Catherine Street, the 
direction in which the easterly wind blew 
from the church-yard. In these streets, it 
should be mentioned, the smell was pecu- 
liarly offensive. 

But at the same period, fever of the same 
kind prevailed extensively in many other 
parts of the city; the weather was very 
hot, provisions were unusually dear, and in 
the quarters adjoining the scene of the exhu- 
mations, such censternation prevailed, that 
camphor-bags were universally worn, and 
fumigations performed in all the houses, It 
was also remarked, that the carriers and 
porters engaged in transporting the bodies 
to the new Calton burial-ground, were re~- 
markably exempt from the prevailing epi- 
demic. 

It is also but fair to add, that in Rama- 
zini’s well-meaning, but rather foolish work 
on the diseases of artisans (published 
1777), some additional statements may be 
found of the pernicious effects of animal 
exhalations. That Vic D'Azyr,* Raulin,t 


* Essais sur les lieux et les Dangers de Sepul- 
ture, p. 113. 

+ Observations de Medécine, Joseph Rau- 
lin, p. 300. Published 1754-8. 
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Haguendt, ¢ Navier,§ and Maret,|| relate 
similar cases. Of these cases, however, it 
will be enough to say, that we entirely 
coincide with M. Thackrah, when he 
ascribes Ramazini’s loss of appetite on ex- 
amining & tan-yard, to the squeamishness 
of his epicurean stomach; and that we 
fully agree with Professor Orfila, when he 
says of the other authorities just referred to, 

«« The preceding observations are far from 
proving the dangers of disinterments. Many 
are apocryphal, others are full of evidently 
exaggerated details, and the serious acci- 
dents therein mentioned cannot be correct- 
apy to putrid animal exhalations.”— 

des Exhumations Juridiques, p.11. 

Again, at page 12 of the same work, he 
says, 

«~~ We shall even go further, and say 
that we are persuaded that in numerous in- 
stances of this kind the putrid exhalations 
have been accused of producing fevers and 
epidemic maladies. referable altogether to 
other causes,” 

The same remark is pertinent to the 
article by Merat in the Dictionnaire des 
Sciences Medicale, art. Exhumations; a 
perusal of which will convince any un- 
biassed reader that the cases it contains are 
either referable to asphyxiating gases, to the 
production of moral predisposition, or to the 
influence of other agents. We regret much 
that our space does not allow us to enter 
into a fuller account of these several papers. 

We should also add that in an important 
article on the latent period of fever, by Dr. 
Marsh, in the third volume of the Dublin 
Hospital Reports, there are several facts 
related which seem to prove that the exhala- 
tions from the living bodies of fever-patients 
were capable of engendering that disease, 
and that the persons attacked perceived an 
offensive smell at the instant of their infec- 
tion. Of the truth of this we have not the 
slightest doubt, for we Lave long been con- 
verts to Dr. Marsh's opinions, but we must 
again repeat, what we advanced in a preced- 
ing number, that the living and dead bodies 
are amenable to entirely different laws, and 
that while the former can indisputably gene- 
rate the most fearful diseases, the latter 
are free from that pernicious property. The 
wis Mem. lu a la Soc. de Montpellier. December, 

Journal 1773. 
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plague which devastated Athens in the year 
429 A. C. described by Thucydides, lib. @, 
cap. 49; Plutarch in Pericles, p.171; Dio- 
dorus Siculus, p. 101, and Lucretius, p. 6; 
is evidently to be ascribed to exhalations 
from living bodies. And can we not in this 
recognise the operation of a beautiful prin- 
ciple of conservation and protection for each 
succeeding generation? How soon would the 
earth have been depopulated if the exhala- 
tious from the dead were fraught with viru- 
lent poison to the living! Are we not then 
justified in concluding from these several 
facts that, no matter what the architectural 
speculators of the present day may declaim 
upon the subject, still sepulture within 
cities is not so dangerous as has been 
imagined? Nevertheless, we conceive it 
highly necessary that moral means should 
always be taken to counteract the terror so 
easily generated when exhumations are to 
be performed, and that the potent aid of 
chemistry should be pressed into our assist- 
ance whenever it becomes indispensably 
necessary that they should be carried on, 
Of these means, and of the manipulations 
essential to the perfect safety, or to the 
luxury of the squeamish in individual ex- 
aminations, and of the soils most suitable 
for public cemeteries, we shall treat at suffi- 
cient length in a distinct article in an early 
number of this Journal. 


LITHOTRITY ; 


ITS APPLICABILITY AS AN OPERATION FOR 
THE CURE OF STONE IN THE BLADDER. 


ILLUSTRATED BY CASES. | 


By W. B. Costztto, Esq., late Assistant 
to the Inventor, Dr. Civiale. 


(Lately read before the Royal Society.) 


Ara moment when the domain of surgery, 
the most useful of the sciences, bas been 
extended by the discovery of lithotrity, or 
new method for the cure of stone in the 
bladder, and when the eyes, not only of 
the medical world, but of the public in gene- 
ral, are fixed on it, in order to asecertein 
whether the benefits it pretends to offer be 
not more specious than real, I presume that 
a communication, having for its object to 
exhibit the extent to which this method 
is applicable, cannot fail to be interesting. 
Qn its first announcement in the 
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Royal Academy of Sciences of Paris ap- 
pointed a commission to inquire into its 
merits, and report accordingly. This step, 
on the part of that learned body, was no 
doubt a signal benefit to the method, as 
well as to the public ; for thus an operation, 
which might have lingered on in neglect, 


however, are indi é, and will, I 
trust, be received with indulgence, when it 
is remembered that they relate, not to any 
case of cure obtained by the hitherto-prac- 
tised forms of operation, but to a method 
which had been for ages the object of scien- 
tific research—to a method altogether novel 


and which, by accident, might have been —difficult in its application as it is effica- 


lest to the world, was subjected to the scru- 
tiny of the Academy. The approbation of 
this assembly was so warmly expressed, and 
so munilicently proclaimed, that it stamped 
a currency on lithotrity from its very 
fancy. 
stone cured by this method, and witnessed 
by some of the most eminent professors, not 
only of medicine, but of the sciences in 
general, have since confirmed this opinion 
of its value. 
Impressed with a deep sense of the im- 
ce of a similar testimony in its favour 
im my own country, I feel anxious to lay 
before the Royal Society of London, a 
series of cases, calculated to exhibit the 
different gradations of difficulty which its 
application may encounter, beginning by 
the simplest forms under which calculous 
affections occur, and Fwy in review the 
successive degrees of their complications, 
until we arrive at those severe cases, in 
which the size, the number of calculi, the 
organic alterations, or the constitutional 
irritation, &c., forbid its application, or 
render it impossible to effect a cure by this 
method. This exposé is particularly called 
for atthe present moment; first, in order to 
set bounds to the enthusiasm of those who 
expect more from it than this method can 
accomplish ; ¢ndly, to enable practitioners 
in general to discriminate those cases which 
are within the scope of this operation ; and 
lastly, to impress on the minds of the suffer- 
ers themselves the necessity of applying 
in time, the cure of this cruel disease by 
the new method being always certain, and 
attended with very little pain in its early 


stages. 

To render this exposé complete, I have 
selected from my own private cases, and 
from those which occurred during my con- 
nexion with the inventor Dr. Civiale, such 
as seemed to me best calculated to illustrate 
the view I had taken. The differences of 
complication between individual cases are 
endless; I bave only chosen general cha- 
tacters to establish my scale of gradation. 
In the narration of these cases, 1 shall en- 
deavour to be as concise 23 possible, con- 
sistently with my plan. The time of this 
Society is too precious to be pied in 
listening to long and unnecessary details of 
medical treatment; these shall, therefore, 
be curtailed as much as_pessible, and none 
shall be introduced that are not necessary to 


the development. of the subject. Some, 


cious in its results, and which by prevent- 
ing the necéssity of having recourse to more 
painful and perilous methods, changes at 
once the treatment of an entire class of sur- 


in- | gical diseases in such a manner as we cun 
Upwards of two hundred cases of | only find paralleled in the vaccine discovery. 
|In fact, when this operation comes into 


general use, like its prototype vaccine, iu 
the case of the dreadful disease which it 
prevents, lithotrity will cause vesical ecal- 
culus to be regarded as a comparatively 
mild, and by no means dangerous, affec- 
tion; indeed of all the diseases that have 
their seat in the bladder, it will be de- 
cidedly the least serious. In thus submit- 
ting hthotrity to the consideration of the 
Royal Society, it claims only to be judged 
on its merits. In the country in which it 
had its origin, most surgeons make it a mat- 
ter of conscience to give it a trial before they 
recommend the ‘‘ dernier resort,” the knife. 
Lithotrity aspires to a similar footing in 
England, in the speedy attainment of which, 
independently of its own merits, much will 
depend on the tion it obtains from the 
first learned body in the realm. 


Simple Cases of Lithotrity, in which the 
Calculus is of recent formation— the 
Urinary Apparatus healthy, 
1st Case.—Mr. F., aged 40, good con- 

stitution, had for six months experienced 

pains in the region of the pelvis. During 
the latter three months, these pains had in- 
creased considerably, notwithstanding the 
various means employed to relieve them, 
the excretion of the urine now became much 
disordered, und the slightest attempt to ex- 
ercise the body, brought on exasperation of 
all his symptoms: the patient was there- 
fore obliged to give up all active employ- 
ment. His strevgth and habit of y 
wasted rapidly. Alarmed at these symp- 
toms he consulted me. After detailing to 
me his sufferings, 1 declared my suspicion 
that his bladder contained a stone. He 
very willingly ted to be ded, and 
my suspicion was instantly changed to 
certainty. As soon as the sound pene- 
trated into the bladder, it came in contact 
with a calculus, which appeared to be small, 

The shock produced by the collision of the 

stone and sound was distinctly beard by the 

patient as well as myself. The bladder was 
spacious, and in a nearly healthy state. The 
urine contai a little mucus, which was 


somewhat fetid, The operation of sound- 
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ing was painful, the sensibility of the mete resume his daily labour, or whenever he 
thra being exquisite. In order to blunt this | undertook to walk to any distance. This 
excessive sensibility, wax bougies were!pain persisted for a loug time, notwith- 
passed down the urethra for five or six suc- | standing the employment of proper means 
cessive days, and allowed to remain ten mi-|for its alleviation, It was at length ob- 
nutes each time. On the sixth day, the served to shift, and seemed to follow the 
passage of the bougie produced no other) progress of a foreign body in the course of 
sensation than that of mechanical dilata-|theleft ureter. These symptoms soon dis- 
tion. appeared, and were succeeded by others 
The seventh day after he had been first | altogether different from those he had pre- 
sounded, having been fixed on for the ope- viously felt, The expulsion of the urine 
ration, Mr. F. came to my house, where | became difficult, pain commencing at the 
several practitioners had already arrived to|neck of the bladder, was propagated down 
witness it. The sound being introduced, | the urethra to the glans penis ; the ttream 
the stone was felt; an injection of tepid | of urine was diminished in size, and often 
water was now thrown into the bladder, and | interrupted ; there was a sense of fulness 
the sound was withdrawn, ‘The lithotrite, and weight in the perineum, to which part 
three jines in diameter, was now intro-|the patient often applied his hand; this 
duced, The stove was immediately seized | sensation was frequently so insupportable, 


and drilled. After being thus perforated, | that he was obliged to introduce his finger 


the stone yielded to the pressure of the 
branches of the lithotrite, and fell into 
fragments. One of these was now seized, 
but being too large to be extracted entire, 
it was crushed, ‘The lithotrite was now 
withdrawn, loaded with the debris of this 
fragment. During the operation, the pa- 
tient experienced no other inconvenience 
than that of an inordinate desire to make 
water, and a disagreeable feeling of tickling 
whilst the branches were being expanded 
to seize the stone. ‘This operation did not 
last five minutes. ‘The injection, which 
was voided soon after, carried down with 
it a quantity of detritus in powder and small 
fragments. The patient returned home on 
foot; a bath was ordered, and quiet en- 
joined, During the night, this gentleman 
voided four or five large-sized fragments, 
together with a quantity of powder. The 
expulsion of these portions of the stone 
caused him to be disturbed till four o’clock 
next morning, when he fell soundly asleep. 
During the four or five following days, the 
urine bad regained its limpidity, and his 
feelings were as comfortable as ever they 
had been before he first felt the symptoms 
of his disease. He was now sounded, and 
no portion of the stone could be detected in 
the bladder. His health has continued per- 
fect since that period, now upwards of a 


year. 


2nd Casr.—Mr. Desarbres, aged 35, 
good constitution, was received into the 
hospital of St. Anthony, and sounded by 
M. Beauchene, senior surgeon of that esta- 
blishment. The existence of a stone in 
the bladder was ascertained. The symp- 
toms did not differ in any essential point 
from those which usually characterise the 
descent of renal calculus. ‘There was acute 

in in the left lumbar region; urine 

ly, Sometimes carrying down clots of 
pure blood, when Desarbres endeavoured 


into the rectum, in order to push back the 
calculus, which seemed on those occasions 
to have wedged itself into the neck of the 
bladder. 

Mr. Beauchene was of opinion, that this 
patient ought to be operated on by the litho- 
tritic method, and accordingly M. Civiale 
was requested to perform the operation, 
which took place on the 19th of May. The 
patient was placed upon his bed, and the 
sacrum was raised by means of a cushion ; 
the lithotrite was introduced with the great- 
est facility, and without causing any pain, 
A small friable stone was instantly grasped 
aud crushed by the pressure of the branches 
and drill, perforation being unnecessary ; 
portions of this stone were extracted in 
the instrument, the remaining portions were 
voided with the urine during the day. A 
bath was sufficient to calm the irritation 
produced by this operation. Four days 
after an exploration of the bladder was 
carefully made, when it was ascertained that 
it contained no fragment of the stone. He 
was subsequently examined by several sur- 
geons, who could detect no vestige of the 
foreign body. ‘This patient had been suf- 
fering for more than twelve months, the 
greater part of which time he was unable to 


work. 


Case 3.—M., aged 28, curate at Provins, 
came to Paris in the beginning of May. 
His habits of life had always been &)- 
dentary, to which he attributed the gravel 
he passed occasionally. During the last 
three months, the excretion of bis urine 
was disordered, and not ne ac- 
companied with expulsion of a little blood 
in small clots, There = and scald- 
ing at the neck of the der, and down 
the course of the urethra. The urine was 
voided very frequently; and when but 
even a few drops could be forced away, 
and the patient was sensible, the bladder 
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contajned no more urine, still the desire to 
void it persisted, and forced him to strain, 
until his face became flushed, and drops 
of perspiration rolled from his forehead. 
Alarmed at these symptoms he consulted a 
surgeon, who advised him to repair imme- 
diately to Paris, He had heard enough of 
the new method to give him the most per- 
fect confidence in its safety and efficacy, 
and he was fully aware of the great ad- 
vantage of resorting to it, while his general 
health remained good, and the calculus was 
still small, ‘* All calculi,” he reasoned 
with himself, ‘* are small before they be- 
come large, and now is my time to obtain 
my cure on the easiest terms,” Simple as 
the curate’s reasoning is, it is much to be re- 
gretted that those afflicted with calculus do 
not adopt it more generally. Indeed, the 
curate’s truism should be the motto of all 
those who dread calculous affections. He 
came to town without delay, He was 
sounded, the existence of stone in the 
bladder was ascertained, and a few days 
were allowed for repose, At the end of this 
time a lithotrite was passed into the blad- 
der, a small stone was seized, and being 
held firmly in the grasp of the branches, 


the lithotrite thus charged with stone was 
used as a sound, with a view to ascertain 
whether the bladder contained any other 
calculi; none other having been detected, 
the drill was passed through the small 


stone, and the pressure of the branches 
having been then applied, it was broken 
without difficulty. Portions of it were 
voided during that and the following day ; 
the curate was now able to attend without 
inconvenience to some business in town, 
He set out on his return home on the 23d 
of May. A careful examination of the blad- 
der was made on the preceding day, but no 
portion of the stone could be discovered in 


that organ. 


Case 4.—M. Newhouse, clerk in the 

bank of France, aged 33, had experienced 
sy pt which indicate the pr 

of stone in the bladder for the last fifteen 
months, There was great distress, particu- 
larly on the nights which followed days of 
exertion; and as the occasions for this 
exertion recurred very frequently, he was 
at the latter part of this period obliged to 
discontinue altogether the duties of his 
situation; his urine was mucose and fetid ; 
his appetite had failed; his sleep was 
broken every hour to satisfy his desire to 
make water; his whole person was much 
wasted ; he was very subject to chills and 
consecutive perspirations. With this sum 
of symptoms be consulted Baron Dubois, 
whose reputation as a surgeon is sufficiently 
known to render any compliment to his ge- 
nius and acquirements superfluous. M. 
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Dubois, after ascertaining that the patient 
had stone in the bladder, addressed him in 
the following words:—‘‘ My friend, you 
are in the same predicament as myself; for 
my own part I shall have recourse to litho- 
trity for my cure, and I recommend you to 
do the same ;” the result of Baron Dubois’s 
determination in favour of this important 
improvement in surgery is generally known. 
The profession and the public have reason 
to rejoice that a life so valuable to humanity 
and science has not been risked on the 
issues of an operation which he had himself 
80 often performed during a long and emi- 
nent professional career, extending to half a 
century, Lithotrity, in thus sparing him 
the torture and risk of the knife, repays 
M. Dubois in some degree for the many im- 
portant services he has rendered to sci- 
ence. But to return to the subject of the 
present observation, M. Newhouse adopted 
the advice of M. Dubois, and had the hap- 
piness of setting him the example in sub- 
mitting to the operation. M. Dubois ex- 
preased a wish to be present, and as soon 
as the irritability of the bladder had been 
subdued in some degree, the operation was 
commenced, A lithotrite, three lines in 
diameter, was passed gently into the blad- 
der, and a calculus was instantly seized, 
measuring somewhat more than an inch in 
diameter. I applied the supporter to the 
lithotrite, imagining, from the size of the 
stone, that it would be necessary to per- 
forate; but the drill penetrated with so 
much ease, that the supporter and bow were 
laid aside, and the stone yielded and fell 
into fragments by the mere pressure of the 
branches. One of the fragments thus pro- 
duced was now seized and crushed also, 
The lithotrite being now withdrawn, the 
water of injection gushed out, carrying 
along with it a cousiderable quantity of 
sabulous matter, partly in angular frag- 
ments, such as are usually voided after this 
operation, and partly in gravel of a nearly 
globular form. ‘These grains were easily 
separated from each other, and crumbled 
down on being slightly pressed between 
the fingers, being only held in a state of 
aggregation by a small portion of animal 
mucilage. When these grains were sepa- 
rated, their forms seemed sufficiently dis- 
tinct to warrant the opinion that they bad 
been originally solidified apart, and that on 
descending from the kidueys they adhered 
to the nucleus by means of the animal muci- 
lage already noticed. 

At a second sitting the destruction of the 
remaining fragments was effected, The 
same sort of detritus was voided during the 
following day and night; the next morning 
he complained of pain and swelling of the 
left testicle, he was directed to support it 
by means of a suspensory bandage, and to 
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apply cold lotions. Under this treatment 
it was soon reduced to its natural size. 
Some days after an exploration of the bladder 
took place, it was found to coutain no stone. 
M. N. returned to his occupations almost 
immediately ; the anxiety this gentleman 
felt at the bare suspicion of being afflicted 
with this disease, was intense, which ac- 
counts to a certain extent for the remark- 
able degree of wasting which took place in 
him during the month which preceded the 
application of lithotrity. He could not 
without horror think of the cutting opera- 
tion, a feeling which he referred to the cir- 
cumstance of his having been present 
some years before at an operation for stone 
which happened to be laborious. The im- 
pression which it left on his mind was so 
painful that it would have for ever deterred 
him from submitting toit. This avowal he 
made to us at the time of the final explora- 
tion, and he added smiling, ‘‘ As to regimen 
I shall not trouble myself any more about 
it, for if my dizease return it is only five 
minutes’ work to be rid of it.” ‘his gentle- 
man continues to enjoy perfect health, 
‘These four cases exbibit the operation of 
lithotrity in the most favourable point of 
view, and are well calculated to show the 
efficacy and safety of this method when ap- 
ied to simple cases, by which I mean those 
in which the calculus is of recent formation. 
The urethra, bladder, and kidneys, are in the 
normal state, and the general health unim- 
paired. It is obvious that the earlier this 
Operation is resorted to, the more certain 
and easy will be the cure; when time is 
not given to bring on the general sympathy 
of the constitution with the local irritation, 
and when local irritation has not gone the 
length of producing organic alterations in 
the urinary apparatus, then is the applica- 
tion of lithotrity certain in its effects, and 
attended with little or no pain, or to speak 
more strictly, with none beyond that pro- 
duced by ordivary catheterism. The im- 
portance of an early application of this me- 
thod is well established by our practice in 
France. In 1824 only one third of the 
sufferers who sought for relief by lithotrity 
were considered in a fit state for its applica- 
tion. _Progressively their numbers aug- 
mented to one half and two-thirds. During 
the last year M. Civiale had occasion to 
perform the cutting operation in only two in- 
stances out of upwards of thirty cases, and 
he lately observes in his correspondence 
with me that he has not had any of those 
formidable cases so frequent in the com- 
mencement of his practice. Lithotrity in 
France has thinned the numbers of calculous 
patients, and those who have the misfortune 
to be afflicted with stone in that country 


now begin to apply for relief in time, The 
catsblishment of a lithotritic ward in the 
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Hopital Necker, under the care of my friend 
M. Civiale, will contribute mainly to the 
advancement of an era in surgery, when 
cutting for stone will be a rare event indeed. 
Though unsupported by the great dexterity 
and surgical tact of the creator of this opera- 
tion, yet I am fain to hope that its progress 


in this country will be equally Tous. 
Indeed such must be the wish of every 
friend to suffering humanity. 


ST, THOMAS’S HOSPITAL, 
CLINICAL LECTURE 


DELIVERED BY 
Da. ELLIOTSON, 


March 31, 1831. 


LAST CLINICAL LECTURE FOR THE SEASON, 


Corruption of Medical Terma— Obscure. 
Case— Fever—Chronic Dysentery — St. 
Vitus’s Dance—Morbid Sensibility of the 
Retina — Discharge of Oil from the 
Bowels, and Sugar from the Urinary 
Passages — Hay Fever —Clinical Lee- 
tures—Finale. 


Tue books from the wards will be here in a 
short time, Gentlemen; and as I spoke in 
the last lecture of inhalation, 1 may just as 
well, while they are coming, tell those who 
were not present when I was going round 
the hospital the other day, that a patient 
who had been inhaling for chronic bron- 
chitis, when speaking of it to me, said he 
had regularly used the inward healing. I 
told some of my private patients, who had 
derived great benefit from the inhalation of 
chlorine, and they thought it the most oP 

ropriate corruption of terms imaginable. 

recollect one man having had erysipelas, 
who said he had the hairy seplars, An- 
other, who had laboured under typhus fever, 
said he bad been attended for the tightish- 
fever (laughter); 1 suppose he had a 
pretty tightish attack. Another person who 
was in the hospital this week, for rheu- 
matic pains, when I inguired of him what 
was the matter, said he bad got roman- 
tic pains ; and I begged to assure him he 
would soon be well, as we had plenty of 
romantic medicines. One man, whose 
bowele were confined, told me he was caus- 
tic. I recollect a woman who came to me 
with the lumbago, and when she was asked 
what was the matter with her, put her 
hands behind her, end looking in 


the most shamedfaced manner ible, 
said she believed she had the | seer 
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FEVER.—CHRONIC DYSENTERY. S67 


A gentleman who was a very eminent 
surgeon in the city, tells a story of an old 
woman whose good opinion he at once 
gained, by informing her that her complaint 
was an association of ideas in her stomach. 
She instantly said, You are quite right, Sir, 
and you are the only gentleman who ever 
could tell me what my complaint was. I 
always sure it was in my stomach, 
(Buch laughter.) An old nurse once 
rought me an infant so malformed in the 
genitals, that it appeared of both sexes, and 
she said she was sure it was a mumphrybite. 
(Much laughter.) 
As the books are now come, I shall speak 
of the remaining cases that have been pre- 
sented this month, 


OBSCURE CASE, 


A woman died in the hospital, of whose 
case 1 can give you scarcely any account. 
She was in a state of stupor when she 
came in, She expressed great pain when 
the abdomen was pressed; the pulse 
was exceedingly weak, and she gradually 
sunk, Most probably there was an effusion 
in the head; but 1 cannot tell you more 
about the case, for there was no account to 
be obtained from the patient or her friends, 
and the latter would not allow her body to 
be inspected. 

FEVER, 

Among the males was presented a case of 
fever, in a little boy in whom there had 
been pain in the head, giddiness, and ten- 
derness at the pit of the stomach, but nothing 
else, and he got well in the nsual way, by 
local bleeding, the exhibition of mercury, 
cold zblution, and low diet. 


CHRONIC DYSENTERY. 


There was likewise a case of chronic dy- 
sentery, which exemplified the good effects 
of the sulphate of copper united with opium. 
Aman who had been (like most of the pa- 
tients we have here with chronic dysentery) 
in a bot climate, had several mucous stools a 
day, and when he’ came in they were bloody, 
with griping, and tenesmus. I began with 
the sulphate of copper, in doses of half a 
grain three times a day, and half a grain of 
opium; the doses were gradually increased, 
While I was employing this, there was no 
Treason whatever for not having recourse to 
any antiphlogistic measures, the use of 
which might appear indicated. He com- 
plained of tenderness in the situation of 
the transverse arch of the colon; on that 
account leeches were applied from time to 
time, I believe it is impossible to say, in 
chronic diarrhoea or dysentery, whether 
there ig ulceration or not; but if there is 

a, there is no reason why the pa- 


tient should not get well, Intestines are 
continually opened where cicatrices are 
seen, You will find this mentioned in lec- 
tures and in books of authority. I have 
myself frequently seen intestines in a state 
of ulceration in one part, and in another in 
a state of cicatrisation, showing that ulcer- 
ations had healed; therefore, whether 
there is mere chronic inflammation or not— 
whether there is chronic inflammation only, 
or ulceration into the bargain, there is no 
reason why you should not persevere with 
the same measures; the one case may 
be cured as well as the other. I do not 
think that beforehand any person can say 
whether ulceration exists or not. Chro- 
nic inflammation will destroy life equally 
with or without ulceration. I have seen 
people sink under excessive purging where 
there was no abrasion whatever; only 
long-continued inflammation of the mucous 
membrane: and | have seen persons live with 
intestines ulcerated to a great extent. The 
state of the faces in ulceration is exceed- 
ingly various ; sometimes bloody, sometimes 
not atall. I never saw a larger ex- 
tent of ulceration than in the intestines I 
showed you last week; yet that person’s 
stools never had any appearance of blood, 
nor was there ever any appearance of pus in 
them, so slight was the secretion, and the 
large intestines contained very healthy 
feces, On the other hand, you will see 
something really resembling pus very fre- 
quently, though there is no ulceration 
This case was useful, as showing a fact 
which 1 have obseved continually respect- 
ing the doses of the sulphate of copper, 
namely, that sometimes the difference of 
half a grain makes all the difference in the 
benefit. This man took two grains three 
times a day, with a certain degree of ad- 
vantage, but he did not mend so fast as I 
could have wished ; the dose was increased 
half a grain more, and he at once began to 
mend rapidly, This must be given in a solid 
form ; it should not be given on an empty 
t h, and should be given with opium. 
Lhave often given it without the opium, 
but as it is acrid as well as astringent, it is 
best to give it with opium, When it is 
given combined with the opium, I cannot 
prove to you that the good effects arise. 
from the copper, for opium has a tendency 
to check diarrhea, It is only from the 
comparison of a certain number of cases 
where opium is given alone, and then the 
sulphate of copper added to it, and of 
others in which copper is not added to it,— 
and when they are given together, by les- 
sening the quantity of opium, and conti- 
nuing and increasing that of the salt, that 
its good effects can be proved. However, 
of the good effects of sulphate of copper in 
cases of this sort I have no doubt whats, 


ever; but knowing likewise the advantage 
that is derived from the opium also, I con- 
sider it my oe to do the best I 
can for my patient, and therefore I com- 
bined the two. 

There is a case in the same ward of the 
same sort which is doing well, and showing 
also the difference of the addition of half a 
grain only to the dose of the sulphate of 
copper. The patient isa young man who 
has been, | believe, to St. Helena, His 
stools contained blood ; he had a great many 
aday, and he bad been ill a year and a half. 
About the time he came in he had ten 
stools aday—sometimes twelve—sometimes 
fifteen ; there was tenderness of the abdo- 
men, therefore to have given astringents 
without previous precaution would have 
been wrong. He had twenty leeches ap- 
twice, and after atime twenty more. 

e began with half a grain of the sulphate 
of copper; that was increased gradually till 
he took two grains of it, and two and a half 
grains of opium three timesa day. He im- 
proved, but still not so rapidly as I could 
have wished. I made the addition of half 
a grain to the dose, and he instantly began 
to heal very rapidly. The last report was, 
that he had only one motion in the twenty- 
four hours ; the motions were of a heal 
appearance—as healthy stools, indeed, as i 
ever saw. 

ST. VITUS’S DANCE. 

The other case to which I would direct 
your attention, was one of St. Vitus’ dance, 
which you must all have seen, It certainly 
was as bad a case of St. Vitus’ dance as 
ever I witnessed. I have seen many bad 
cases, but I never saw one worse than 
it. It occurred in a boy; and the ap- 

‘ance was that of his being possessed 
yademon. I am sure ifthe boy had been 
seen in ancient times, he would have been 
brought forward as an instance of possession 
by a devil, or, more properly, as Farmer 
proves, ademon, He made all sorts of hor- 
rid faces; his bead went about in all direc- 
tions. His mouth opened and shut as if he 
was trying*to snap at and chew the air; he 
grinned and gnashed his teeth ; his arms 
were flung about in every way ; he rolled 
off the bed, and when his medicine or food 
was given to him, it required two persons 
to hold him while a third administered it. 
He had been ill three months ; he was 
eleven years of age. 

Now in this case there was no pain in the 
head —no symptom of congestion about the 
head, neither was there any appearance of 
the sort about the abdomen. His tongue 
was clean ; he had a good appetite ; there 
was nothing the matter with him excepting 
that he was in this most horrid state of per- 
petual motion. He had been briskly purged 
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for three weeks, under which he had no 
better, but rather worse. I ordered him 
two drachms of the subcarbonate of iron 
every fourhours. This was got down in the 
way I have mentioned. He began it on the 
Thursday, and on the Sunday he was rather 
better. There was hardly any difference, yet 
if any he was rather better. But on the 11th 
of the month (having come in on the 1st) he 
was much better; there was then no doubt 
that he was considerably better; and in 
four days more (the 15th) the report says, 
still much better. His amendment had sur- 
prised every-body. I presented him last 
Tuesday, and though he was perfectly well, 
and I believe I may say had been so for a 
week, yet I kept him for that time after- 
wards, and gave him medicine to take out 
with him for a week, lest the complaint 
should more or less return ; for in this dis- 
ease, asin ague, it is wrong to stop the me- 
dicine the instant the disease stops; the 
disease may return, and it is generally right 
to continue giving medicine, when it can do 
no harm, for some time after a disease has 
stopped. When the boy came in I said 
I had no doubt I should cure him, The 
fact is, as I believe I have said before, that 
I have never once failed in curing a case 
of this kind occurring in children, and oc- 
curring generally, not partially, by this me- 
dicine. When it. bas occurred in adults 
I have not seen it so cured, for then it has 
been attended in all probability with or- 
ganic affection. When it has affected an arm 
only, or the head, or any one. part in the 
adult, then I believe it has generally arisen 
from some organic affection, and cannot be 
cured in this way ; but in children I think it 
is merely an affection of a function of the 
nervous system, and will yield to this treat- 
ment. I have cured every case by it. This 
child was admitted on the 1st, and on the 
24th of March was perfectly well, 

You will find cases where the medicine 
operates more slowly, and knowing now asI 
do the power of the medicine, I should have 
no hesitation at all, if a patient was not 
mending quickly, to have recourse to other 
medicines in combination with the subcar- 
bonate of iron. Ido not mean to say that 
this remedy is a specific for the disease, 
but knowing its power as I do, I can have 
no further occasion to make observations to 
prove its efficacy; and if I had a case I 
could not cure with it so speedily as I 
could wish, | would not hesitate to resort 
to the sulphate of zinc, or the cold bath, or 
electricity, in combination with it. 

Now it has been said (I do not know on 
what ground) that this medicine succeeds 
better if the — has been well pu 
first. It is a fact, that this patient had been 
well purged before he began the iron, But 
L have had, I should suppose, forty cases 
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treated and cured in this way; some/ had 
been first purged, others had not ; I know 
no difference. Some have got well as ra- 
pidly, others have required as much as 
twelve weeks; but by going on with the 
prescription, not fiddle faddling backwards 


and forwards with it, and something else—_ 
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times thirty grains at atime. The fact is, 
you may give just as much as the stomach 
and bowels will bear. I gave her two 
drachms three times a day. I saw her on 
the 15th of February; I saw her again on the 


28th, and the report in my own private book 


is, ‘* Nearly well.” She began to amend in 


going on steadily with it, | have always a few days, just as the boy had done. It 
succeeded. This you know to be true, at | did not confine her bowels at all, I suppose 


least you know there has been no case in 
my wards within your memory, in which 
the remedy has failed; at the same time 
there are other excellent modes of treat- 
ment, 
In the course of this spring 1 had a little 
girl in private under my care. Her name 
was Zerbini. She was a poor girl a medical 


from having been given in treacle: she had 
three stools a day. On the 20th of March 
I saw her again, and she was quite well; 
she had lost her idiotic appearance, and was 
perfectly well. 

Now you will hear of instances of this 


medicine having failed, and I dare say it 
| will fail in some cases like every medicine 


man sent to me, thinking I might like to | in every disease, but I should think, if per- 


cure the case. She was ten years of age, 
and had had the disease five weeks. This 
is the most common age at which the dis- 
ease attacks children; certainly just about 
a few years earlier than puberty. The boy 
I have spoken of was eleven years of age, 
and he had had it three weeks ; the girl was 
ten years of age, and she had had it five 
weeks. The girl had had it three years ago, 
and then it lasted for ten weeks—he had 
had it about the same time of the year. 
You will find that when it returns, it re- 
turns in the early period of the spring 
particularly. 1 have frequently noticed 
this. What it arose from in the boy | 
do not know; there was no sensible state, 
no fulness about the head, nor any-thing of 
that sort, from which I could collect the 
cause, In the girl it had arisen this time 
from fright. It appeared that her mother 
was bat she had an elder sister who 
was very cruel to her, and who had fright- 
ened her. Very many of these nervous 
diseases | have known to arise from fright. 
She could not speak—nor could the boy 
speak, and her appearance was quite id:- 
etic. The boy was plethoric—she was 

le and thin, She had ascarides, it is to 

remembered, and a large number came 

away during her sleep; but notwithstand- 
ing that, I gave her the eame medicine I 
should have done had she not had them, be- 
cause I believe, in a great many cases, dis- 
eases are supposed to arise from worms when 
they do not; worms, indeed, may be pre- 
sent at the same time, but they are often the 
consequence of the debility and morbid 
State of the system. Frequently, of course, 
they produce disease, but I have often seen 
people with epilepsy discharge worms, and 
the epilepsy not at all lessen. 

The girl had .been well purged too, but 
without any relief. She had also taken the 
subcarbonate of iren, but in doses of ten 
grains.three times aday, It is now known 
that the range of its doses is far greater than 
Was imagined. You may often give ten 
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!sons will use it perseveringly, and in full 
|doses— not deviate—not give it up for a 
|few days, then try it again, then give it 


up for another few days, and then go back to 
it again ; but steadily persevere with it, you 
will find such instances very rare indeed. 

There were no other cases, Gentlemen, 
presented ; but it may be right, as I do not 
purpose continuing the clinical lectures 
beyond the present month,—the season be- 
ing nearly over,—to mention one or two 
cases that are at present in the hospital, of 
a particularly interesting character. 


MORBID SENSIBILITY OF THE RETINA, 


Among the women there was one very 
interesting case, of a kind which | never 
saw before; it is a case of morbid sensi- 
bility of the retina, There is nothing to 
be seen in the eyes; the iris is perfectly 
obedient to the light, but she can bear no- 
thing at all bright—white, for instance, 
almost blinds her; black does so likewise, 
and for that reason she had not seen her hus- 
band for three months, as he weurs a black 
coat, (Laughter.) On the last occasion, 
however, on which I saw her, she looked at 
me asany other person would do, I having 
a black coat on. 1 engaged her atten- 
tion for a long time, and perhaps she forgot 
the circumstance. Lasked her why she could 
look at me, and was not able to look at her 
husband, 1 having a black coat as well as 
her husband ; but said she, ** Yours, Sir, is 
rather rusty.” (Laughter.) 1 asked her 
why her husband did not throw his black 
coat away and get another.” ‘ O (said 
she), he is so r as to be glad to wear 
what he can get.” Now, when this occurred, 
her husband had worn his coat three months— 
mine had been wor only two—and | think 
is a very fair coat yet (exhibiting it, and 
laughter); it does very well to me, and is at 
any rate not rusty evough for me to throw 
away. However, this excited in my mind 


a little doubt about the reality of the case— 
2B 
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nerve. Wher 
the symptoms which patieuts complain of 


gaze|is a dimness of sight. If the belladonna 


no less than seven quarts in the day, on 
being exposed to a sudden glare of light 
in a ward filled with beds having red cur- 
tains. I asked Ler if that were so, what 
the effect would be of seeing a regiment of 
soldiers in the sunshine. She replied, 
** Instant death.” 

Now this is an exceedingly acute, clever 
woman, but is a great ha 
eentricity and hypochondriasis t her, 

et one cannot pronounce her to be mad. 

and stranger flights she 
“ 
Was just not was just 
The circumstance of my unfortunate coat 
having no effect upon her—the obedience 
of the eye to the light—the dilatation again 
of the pupil, when the light is removed, are 
to be considered. 1 should have thought, if 
there was that morbid sensibility which she 
describes, the iris would be contracted con- 
stantly, and the pupil exceedingly small. 1 
should think so. But her statement, which 
I have no time to detail, is, otherwise, so 
consistent and striking, that I believe her. 
Yet I think she fancies every-thing to be ten 
times worse than it is. 

If this disease were real, it struck me 
that the most rational mode of treating it— 
as there is no sensible heat of the head, no 
pain, no feverish symptoms at all—was to 
give such narcotics as would deaden par- 


ticularly the optic nerve, Now belladonna 
has that effect, and I have ordered it to be 
smeared constantly round the eyes. She 

her eyes much better 


fails externally, I shall either give it or the 
stramonium internally, By the way, I have 
been told that stramoniym applied exter- 
nally will dilate the pupil as the belladonna 
does, but I do not know the fact from my 
own experience in regard to stramonium, 


DAILY DISCHARGE OF OIL PROM THE BOWELS, 
AND SUGAR FROM THE URINARY PASs+ 
SAGES. 
There is likewise an e i ease in 
Jacob’s Ward—a case I have never seen 
above once or twice before, and never to 
such an extent; it is the case of aman dis- 
charging oil from the intestines.. He is la, 
bouring under diabetes also—discharging, 
therefore, sugar from his urethra, while, from 
his rectum, be pours forth oil. The case 
must be very interesting to chemists, on ac- 
count of such a double manufacture going 
on; and some of our most eminent chemists 
—four indeed of as good chemists as are in 
this country, have had specimens of the oil, 
and they find it to be genuine oil. Aftera 
motion it flows from him liquid, and then 
coneretes on. the feces on cooling. Of 
course you have all seen it swimming in the 
liquid contents of the vessel, of the colour 
of unblanched bees-wax. 

A case of this kind is mentioned by Mr. 
Howslip, and, he says, the lady took a pint 
of oil, and so made no more oil, ‘Though 
this seemed like casting out devils by Beel- 
zebub, yet, as I did not know what to do, 
I seized the fact, and gave this man six 
ounces of olive oil to drink; he took two 
ounces of it, and was sick; be took the re- 
mainder afterwards, and it staid down. He 
has certainly produced very little oil since. 
Whether that is the consequence of the oil 
he took or not, I do not know. He has 
phthisis, too, and he is thus producing a third 
preternatural fluid pus. Of course he must 
die; he has been inhaling chlorine with 
great advantage. It has been. gradually 
diminishing bis expectoration. He is sink- 
ing under his combined diseases, but he 
has now hardly any sufferings—none but his 
cough. I may mention that he at firat began 
inhaling iodine, but coughed so severely 
on taking the most minute quantity, even @ 
drop, that I was obliged to give it up. The 
chlorine he bears well ; the amount of many 
drops, and is greatly relieved by it. 

HAY-FEVER. 

a 
I beg to request a favour of you; and that 
is, that you will give or procure me, if you 


information 


$2 


370 DR. ELLIOTSON ON SOME CURIOUS DISCHARGES. 
it is the only circumstance that created a 
doubt in my mind—that of her not being | 
able to look at her husband, because he wore 
a black coat, and yet being able to 
upon my black coat, Yet in all other things 
she is very consistent. Black and white| 
together are horrid to her on account of| 
the contrast. The moon at night, too, has! 
a t effect on her by causing shadows 
in the room, In moonlight 
the lightened part of the room forms such a —- 
Cust she is in, that she 
suffers very much. . Roots’s gay bouquet 
of shining gold seals drives her crazy. Blue 
and green are the colours she bears best. 
She says that the blue bed-curtains and co- 
verlids in the hospital have been ‘* the con 
making of ber.” She bas got blue paper, are 
which she covers over the parts of the| 
sheets that are turned down in the day| 
time; she wears blue clothes; she has a| 
bonnet lined with blue, and has put blue | 
cloth into her spectacles. She says that! 
red gives her great pain, and creates much | 
thirst ; so that, on one occasion, she drank 
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jat which it is coming 
t is a disease that a not to be 
ly understood, and I do not knéw how 


that a great many exist. 
This peculiar disease is marked by its re- 


weeks. 


are, a redness, heat, prick 
the eyes, di 


read of till I saw an account of it by Dr. 
Bostock in the volumes of the Medico-Chi- 
Transactions. Dr. Bostock himself 
disease, and has had it for many 

He describes his own symptoms, 

differ somewhat in different 


spasmodic 
The first time I ever heard of this dis- 


ease, was seven or t years ago. A 
lady told me of it, but | had never heard 
of it ne and could not tell what she 
meant ng that an illustrious person 
and a had the wg A 
gentleman came to me about three years 
ago, and told me he had it, calling it by the 
same name—the hay-fever. I infor him 
T really did not know what to advise him to 
do—I had never read of the case nor seen 
it—1 knew nothing of its pathology, nor 
how to treat it—indeed I knew nothing about 


' it, and therefore could not prescribe for 


him, But I was attending in his family 
early last year, and having heard in the 
meantime of sume persons finding a great 
Tunning of the nose, eyes, and air- " 
when near fields of grass in flower, I beg- 
ged him to meke an experiment for me. 
He was’s young man of intelligence and 
energy, and he did so with ect success, 
Dr. Bostock does not believe that it de- 
pends upon the grass; he thinks, in his 
it does not. Ido believe it 
upon avy other the grass 

than the flower. Ye eal ap that the affec- 
tion does not take place till the grass comes 
Into flower; and as long as any flower on 
‘the grass remains, 80 long does the disease 


the sea-side, where there was no grass, and 

et his disease has continued more or less. 

e says there is no meadow-land in the 
Isle of Thanet; but I have been there 
very frequently, and certainly seen plenty 
of He mentions he was there one 

ear when there was no when the 

eat was so intense that it had burnt up all 
the grass by the road-side, and yet he had 
it severely, I can conceive that a very 
little emanation from the flower of the grass 
may cause it; and I know that in my own 
street in London, I have seen grass growing, 
and in flower, during the hottest eutumns. 
I know not where you can go, unless it be 
indeed to some desert solitary rock, not 
to be within reach of the emanations of 
grass in the summer time. Dr. Bostock 
mentions, as another argument in favour of 
his opinion respecting the disease, that he 
was at Kew one summer, when and where 
there was a great deal of grass growing, and 
that he did not suffer any-thing ; but he 
mentions that it was a very cold season. 
Now in low temperatures emanations do 
not take place to any-thing like the de- 
gree they do in hot. But what makes me 
think it certainly depends on the flower of 
grass is, that a indy as just now given me 
an account of her own case, in which the 
symptoms appear and gradually increase as 
the grass comes more and more into flower, 
till at last they arrive at such a piteh of in- 
tensity, that she is obliged to leave home 
and go to the sea-side, and that she is al- 
ways relieved by shutting herself up in ber 
room. That on one occasion, when she was 
at a place where there either was, or where 
she thought there was, no at all, 
she was suddenly seized with the disease, 
and on looking out of the window, found 
two stacks of hay putting up, which had 
just been brought from a very considerable 
distance. On another occasion, when she 
was perfectly free from the disease, her chil- 
dren came running into the room, ani she 
was suddenly seized, and it was found they 
had been playing with a She mentioned 
so many coincidences of this kind, that I 
could entertain no doubt upon the subject. 
She mentioned, too, that on a cold day in 
the summer time the symptoms would all 
decline, but that just in proportion to her 
proximity to the flowers, and in proportion 
to the heat of the weather and the opening 
of the: flowers of grass, so did she suffer. 
She mentioned, also, that on handling the 
flowers of grass, her always became 
instantly inflamed ; therefore there is clear- 
ly in her skin a peculiar susceptibility of 
irritation from the flowers of grass. J pre- 
sume that the same morbid state exists in 
the mucous of the air-passages, 
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case in addition to all this, you have a great con- | 
n ac- striction of the chest just as in asthma—in | 
- fact, asthme. Now this disease I never 
persons. In some there is only the running | 
of the nose, and the expectoration ; in| 
others there is the great irritation of the 
eyes; and in others the asthma—absolute | 
e 
e has 
third 
) must 
with 
dually 
sink. 
ut he 
put his 
began 
verely 
The 
emen, 
nd that 
if you 
ry ex 
only | 
2Be2 


appear, too, to run in families. 
‘Though none of the children of this lady, 
nor her husband, have it, who are all living 
same house, yet a cousin is affected 
with it, and an uncle, and they both began 
at the same period of life. 
istant counties, and the uncle 
is obliged to leave his estate and come to 
town at one period of the year, or to shut 
in a house at the sea-side. 
mentiooed by Dr. Bostock that this 
disease is confined to the higher ranks of 
am told that some of the very 
our nobility have it. Another 
lady told me the other day that a friend of 
hers, a duke, had it, and I have often 
heard in common conversation that another 
dake has it; and they say that still higher 
suffer from it, But the lady who 
mentioned her own case to me says, she 
of ten instances of it among the lower 
; she mentioned a poor shoemaker, 
and others of that description in Essex who 
have it. Dr. Bostock says, that if it were 
among the lower orders of society we should 
know it; but I think we should not easily. 
goes to a dispensary with a 
catarrh only, it is treated as a common case, 
and as after a time it ceases, he goes away, 
you hear no more of him; no attention 
is excited to its periodical nature, and in- 
deed, in general, no medical advice will be 
sought for at all. Poor people do not in- 
form you very minutely of the nature of 
their affections; indeed it is with great dif- 
ficulty you get at common facts, and being 
subject to colds at all times, they will not 
easily notice the periodical return of ca- 
tarth, a disease occurring every day to them 
also in its simple form. 
1 should mention, however, as it seems so 
much among the higher orders (lest it should 
1 was going to make a mystery of the 
treatment, for the purpose of getting all the 
patients with it under my own care), the 
| a that I thought would be the most ef- 
ual, and with which I succeeded so well, 
It struck me that as emanations are destroyed 
the chlorides, this compound from the 
ant might be destroyed by them also. Of 
course it is a compound of a few elements, 
just like other vegetable and animal matters, 
even the deadliest poisons ; and as we know 
we can put a stop to those combinations 
which produce stench, and to those which 
produce some contagions, I thought that 
this emanation might be decomposed in a 
similar way. I therefore requested this 
gentleman to wash his hands, face, eyes, 
and mouth, with a solution. of the chilo- 
ride of soda; to sniff it up his nose, 
wash his mouth and throat in it when he 
awoke in the morning, when he went to 
bed, aod now and then besides; to have it 
distsibuted around his bed in saucers, to 
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on bis bed-clothes, and. 


have it sprinkled 

when he went out to have a phial filled with 
it to sniff it up from as persons do smelling 
salis. Now T did this under the supposi- 
tion that it was an emanation from the 
flower of the grass. ‘his lady. thought it 
was the pollen. ‘The treatment succeed- 
ed in the gentleman 1 have alluded to 
most completely, He was instantly relieved, 
and went through the summer perfectly well, 
of course persevering steadily with it. I 
believe he did not carry the phiel with him 
when he went out, as he found the other 
part of the treatment sufficient, The autumn 
came, in which he said he generaliy bad a 
second, though very slight attack, but he 
had none at all. 

Now, Dr. Bostock says he has tried 
every-thing—tonics, all kinds of diet, and 
so on, and that the only thing he can do to 
obtain relief is to go away to the sea-side, 
and to shut himself up as much as possible. 
He says, however, that he has heard of 
some persons finding great benefit from 
washing their eyes and face with alittle of 
the tincture of opium, That of course would 
act not on the poison, but by rendering the 
system a little less susceptibie of that poison, 
if poison it may be called, It is possible 
that in this case the chlorine operated by 
lessening the sensibility of the part ; there- 
fore I do not consider the digease proved 
to arise from such an emanation by the suc- 
cess of this remedy. It is further to be re- 
membered that this remedy has only been 
used in one case, 1 should, therefore, es- 
teem it a particular favour if gentlemen 
would procure me any information in their 
power to prove whether the disease does 
arise from an emanation of the flower of 
the grass or not, aud to point out how it 

a paper at the College of Physi-. 
cians read by wue of the Fellows, which md 
that he knew a lady who was seized in this 
way whenever she approached a hay-field 
where there was sweet-scented grass, What 
sort of grass it is that produces it I do not 
know, there are so mavy sorts; but this 
would make it appear that with some 
sons it is only the sweet-scented grass. If 
the disease really’ prevails more now than 
formerly, and we observe it so frequently 
now not merely because its existence is no- 
torious, this might perhaps be ascribed to 
the large number of new grasses witich have 
of late years been introduced. 

1 was asking a medical friend for informa- 
tion on this subject, and he told me he knew 
a still more curious case, and that I might 
depend upon it, for from his own observa- 
tions he had satisfied himself, The case was 
one of such symptoms being produced by the 
emanation from a rabbit; that the i 
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CONCLUSION OF DR. 


effect upon a he was acquainted with, 
at the nose and 
eyes, and soreness of ‘the upper lip :—that 
went into a place where there were 
rabbits, it came on ; and that if her husband 
came in after having shot a rabbit and threw 
itdown near her, those effects weré instantly 
produced. This I can believe, for I had it 
from a’ gentleman whom you all know, a 
who said he had quite’ satisfied 
imself of the truth of the case, and that 
there was no fancy init. There is no more 
reason why some cannot bear a rabbit, than 
others a sucking pig, a cat, and so on. It is 
well known that some persons are so sensi- 
ble to ipecacuanha, as to be seized with ca- 
tarrh and asthma the momeat it is near them. 


CLINICAL LECTURES. 

I have now, Gentlemen, givén you clinical 
lectures for six months, from the ist of 
October to the last of March ; therefore I 
trust you will consider that I have done my 
duty—that if I have given clinical lectures 
during six months of the year I have borne my 
due share of clinical instruction. ( Cheers.) 


Iam quite aware, Gentlemen, of the de- 
fects of the information 1 have given you. 
I say this not from any affectation, but be- 
cause I am conscious of it. I have never, I 
am sure, finished a clinical lecture without 

tting I had not said more on some 
points than I did; and had not explained my- 


self more fully ; but this is the inevitable re- 
sult of their being delivered extempore, and 
were I not to deliver them so, I id deliver 
none, as I really never have time to make 
ion. You will, however, re- 

clinical lectures do not 
form the whole of the clinical instruction 
that is given ; but that, in going round the 
wards, if we have no clinical lecture, we 
have always a clinical chat. If in Edin- 
burgh they give two clinical lectures a week 
eting a smaller number of patients than 

we have, while 1 give only one clinical lec- 
ture respecting a larger number, it is to be 
remembered there is a difference in our 
ward-instruction, if I may so call it; that in 
Edinburgh there is not so much instruction 
given in the wards. In going round the 
trusts, at least did trust in my time, 

to the clinical lecture given afterwards. But 
my colleague Dr. Roots, and myself, spend 
some hours in the visit, and every gentle- 
man has an opportunity of seeing every pa- 
tient, and we all converse aswe go. I know 
that when I attended in Edinburgh we 
generally could not see half the patients at 
all, and were obliged to stand continually at 
& great distance both from the professor and 
the patient, and content ourselves with 
taking down the report as delivered aloud 
ay professor and his clerk; and nothing 
familiar conversation took place with the 
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physician. If two clinical lectures a week 
are given there upon a smaller number of 
ients than I give one upon, the defect is 
lly atooed for by the length and lecturing 


nature of my visit. 

Finale.—In finishing these lectures, Gen- 
tlemen, I am bound most cordially to 
thank you for the attention you have given 
to them, and for bearing with me as you 
have. I have occasionally not been punc- 
tual to my time, but I can assure you 
that this has been on account of the early 
hour at which I have been compelled to 
lecture, nearly always interfering with my 
other necessary engagements, But I have 
to thank you for the great attention you 
have shown me; and particularly when I 
consider that that attention has been en- 
tirely voluntarily. I know that neither the 
College of Surgeons, nor the Society of 
Apothecaries, makes it necessary that you 
should attend, but only recommend you to 
attend, such lect therefore, I feel the 
more sensibly the attention you have shown. 

There was a time when no clinical lec- 
tures were given in — and when [ 
began to give them, a few years ago, 
eight, or ten, or twelve, were io largest 
number of pupils that ever came. The in- 
struction that was given in medicine, a few 
years ago, was certainly altogether deplor- 
able; and I am sure every-thing was rather 
calculated to disgust pupils at physic than 
to please them with it and to encourage 
them to its study. Formerly there were not 
the same means of diagnosis there are now ; 
and when there is not an accurate diagno. 
sis, you cannot take much interest in a case, 
When you cannot see your way, there is no 
excitement to the mind; and any treatment 
that may be adopted cannot interest you, 
for you cannot see why it is adopted, and 
treatment is generally then inefficient, for 
when you cannot make a diagnosis, you are 
floundering about in the dark, trying one 
thing and then another, and therefore the 
treatment must be such as to disgust the 
pupil rather than to create interest and at- 
tention. 

I conceive that one of the greatest im- 
provements in modern physic is the greater 
facility of diagnosis. Certainly, far more has 
been done respecting the chest than I could 
have expected ever to be accomplished ; 
and, certainly, a great deal has been done, 
and I have no doubt much more will be 
done respecting the diagnosis of the dis- 
eases of the head—that we shall sooner or 
later know accurately what part of the ner- 
vous system ia affected. pecting the 
abdomen, I think our diagnosis is pretty 
certain, If persons will condescend to ex- 
amine the abdomen both with the band and 
the eye, connecting the evidences of these 
senses with the several symptoms, a very 
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accurate diagnosis may in geveral be made. 
Some sneer at oly condescend to use 
what they call mechanical means, — Nature's 
senses of hearing and touch in diagnosis, 
But let us employ with thankfulness all the 
means in our power, 

In the treatment of diseases, you will find 
the first thin always to be done, is to make 
an accurate nosis. It matters not whe- 
ther the diagnosis will lead you to cure the 

or not, the point is to make an accurate 
iagnosis, and if it enables you to cure the 
disease, so much the better. If you should 
not be able to cure it, still you will remem- 
ber that, if we make an accurate diagno- 

» Our successors will be able, perhaps, 

do @ great deal more towards the cure, 

he first step, undoubtedly, is to make an 
accurate diagnosis, and hereafter the mode 
of treatment may become attended with 
success ; but as as we are unable to 
distinguish properly, we cannot think of 
much success in our treatment. In the im- 
provemeat of our profession, this must be 
considered as one of the foundations on 
which future ages will be enabled to pro- 
ceed in their cures—I mean the diagnosis 
_. With respect to diagnosis, it is necessary 
also to make a diagnosis as to the variety of 
the disease, It is not necessary merely to 
ascertain where it is and what it is, but 
what form of disease it is; for sometimes 
it may be inflammatory, and attended with 
strength—sometimes the same disease may 
not be inflammatory, and may be attended 
‘with weakness. The treatment of small-pox, 
for example, will not depend simply upon 
its being a case of small-pox. Perhaps you 
pen | make your diagnosis of that affection, 
and accurately enough, but then you have 
to ascertain what is the strength of the 
tient, what are the local symptoms, whe- 
Ter there is inflammation of the yes, 
whether there is inflammation of the chest, 
or of the abdomen, and go on, After the 
general diagnosis, therefore, you have to 
make a far more minute one respecting its 
form, and all circumstances connected with 
that particular case of disease; you can- 
not be too pains-taking on these points. 
I have often been laughed at for spendin 
80 much time over a case, and heen tol 
that I could not cure it after all. Very well: 
if so, the accuracy of my diagnosis would 
still lead me to know it was an incurable 
case. In such cases itis something to know 
that you cannot cure the patient, for that 
will save the patient a great deal of suffer- 
from absurd attempts, and yourself @ 
great deal of trouble. As I said before, 
the more accurate our diagnosis, the easier 
will it on our posterity to treat diseases 
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eases and in remedies, 

are two things I wish to impress 
cularly on your mind. After you have ac- 
uainted yourself with the nature of the 
disease , and the indications, the next thing 
is to use the means properly which are 
indicated. Now, I believe in acute 
diseases, our great fault is want of activity ; 
and in chrovic cases, our want of perse- 
verance. When we are qyite sure of the 
treatment that t to be adopted in acute 
cases, we may fail from not having courage 
to put it into effect. I am quite sure that 
many patients are lost by not putting the 
necessary treatment actively into effect. 
You will find persons of an inert disposition 
saying, ‘‘ O, this may not do good, and that 
ae | not have any effect—it may do harm,” 
without taking any means to ascertain the 
assertions. It does not follow that a man to 
be energetic is to be rash ; it does not follow 
that because you are to bleed a man, you 
are to kill him; that because you are to 
clear out the bowels, you are to scour him 
out of life. Noperson need be rash because 
he is energetic; no person when he sits 
down to employ ing, or to give any 
strong medicine, should do go till he has 
ascertained and weighed two things, namely, 
the diagnosis and the violence of the dis- 
ease on the One hand, and the power of the 
tient on the otber, If once you have 
one that, then emp our means vigor- 
ously and fearlessly, Watch the patient; 
carefully watch the effect of the meagures ; 
but certainly never go to sleep over a pa- 
tient in a dangerous disease. IJ have never 
regretted being too energetic in acute dis- 
eases, but I have often blamed myself for not 
having been energetic enough, I have for- 
merly sometimes lost # patient for instance 
in inflammation from saying, [ will try to 
cure him without mercury ; or I will try to 
spare him another bleeding, I never re- 
green being etic; but I have never 
energetic without first weighing all 
the circumstances of case, You must 
spend time in understanding a case,—ia 
making a good diagnosis, ascertaining 

the powers of the patient. 

But in chronic diseases it is the want of 
perseverance that often occasions the failare. 
When, in a chronic disease, you have made 
up your mind as to the treatment—that such 
a course is calculated to do good—that it 
is the best to follow—then persevere in 
it. You ought not to change it to-day for 
this, and to-morrow for that. You ought 
not to give a little of this, and then a little of 
that, and then go back to your original pre- 
scription. There is nothing worse then 
wavering, vacillating, treatment, It re- 
minds one of a lady with adish before her, 
which requires a0 carving—full of morsels 
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which to give the guests she is: , and 
80 turns one over with the spoon, and then 
another, and after taking up one, puts it 
down for another, whereas a spoonful of 
any would have answered the purpose. I 
ire often seen this till I have been out of 

patience; and I have often thought of it, 
where I have observed this shilly-shally 
treatment of diseases, ( Laughter.) 
_ Now a surgeon in treating syphilis would 
not do that ; he would not give mercury to- 
day, and leave it off to-morrow, because the 
chancre looked no better—he would perse- 
vere in the use of it. So again, after ampu- 
the has been dressed, 

parts brought neatly ther, 

not pull the whole ees the en 

y to see how the whole is going on— 
you do what is necessary in the first in- 


stance, and there let itremain. A great 
many, however, unfortunately practise in 
this old-womanish sort of way, when they 
come to medical cases, and nothing is more 


But altbough you this way, 


does not produce 
doing harm, you of course must not 
vere in the use of it any longer, but change 
it for something else: yet not before the ex- 
piration ofthattime. 
Then, again, with respect to doses of 
medicines, there are many medicines that 
must be given very differently as to quan- 
tity, and very to in 
ifferent individuals. You will frequently 
be told that such a thing has been tried 
and did no good, but you have ner been 
told in what quantities. Every-body knows 
that, in chronic inflammations for example, 
you have to apply leeches again, and again, 
and again, So with respect to blisters in 
disease of a knee-joint, which are required 
to be kept open, you have to apply 
them one after er for a very great 
length of time. Supposing a blister had 
been twice applied to a knee-joint, and 
the a kept open for three or Es 
days, & person were to say, hy 
blisters have been applied and _ * no 
good : you would not consider that an argu- 
ment against the use of them, but go on re- 
peating them, perhaps, a dozen times. So 
n other instances, some persons will give in 
St. Vitus’s dance (the very case we have 
been considering this morning) 15 grains of 
the subcarbonate of iron for a fortnight, 
argument against the efficacy of that remedy. 
There is no rule for Gove, It is right 


duces no good effect, and that it is produc. 
ing no ill effect (for these are circumstances 
that must be considered), then increase 
the quantity, and go on, I have often 
effected in one case with two minims of the 
hydrocyanic acid, that which in other cases 
required seven or eight. So with respect 
to the carbonate of iron; in some cases, 
30 or 20 grains have been sufficient in each 
dose, but in others I have given half en 
ounce. Suppose an individual has consti- 
pated bowels, and you give him a dose of 
medicine, and it does not answer, What do 
you do? You give him another, and another 
still larger, if required, until the effect is 
produced. But in respect to other medi- 
cines, this is often net thought of, and 
they are often given in the most inefficient 
manner, 

Two things are required of a medical man, 
the one is knowledge, and the other isa sort 
of moral energy. A man may be most 
learned,—be well read in his profession,— 
be quite aware of every-thing, and yet when 
he comes to the bed-side, have no energy, 
no courage, no perseverance to do what 
ought to be done, On the other hand, 
@ man without and with that 
courage, is one of the most dangerous indi- 
viduals in’ existence. Two things are ne- 
c to perfect the medical character— 
the one ig a full knowledge of his profession 
to be obtained in various ways—by reading, 
by lectures, and more especially by —— 
casontinn in witnessing what he has read 
and heard lectured about; and the other is 
one which can only be acquired by practice, 
and that is, an energy to put into execution 
what his knowledge tells him to do; and I 
am satiafied that it is this, andthe want of 
carefully investigating cases, rather than 
the defects of our art, that has caused phy- 
sic to be behindhand, as it undoubtedly 
though it is now improving rapidly every 
day ; and I am satisfied, that if we are ener- 
getic, and are continually looking out for 
facts, and trying every-thing that is rational, 
we may bring our profession to a piteh of 
perfection we at present have no idea of, 
Persons will always die long before they 
come to old age without any fault of our pro- 
fession ; for they will ruin their system and 
go to excesses calculated to disintegrate, 
if I may say so, their constitution, which 
it must be impossible afterwards to rein-< 
state ; but, with that exception, I have no 
doubt we may acquire such a knowledge of 
the nature of diseases, and of the medical 

at present only partially acquainted with ; 
and that we » acquire such a kno 
of other medicines, that are not known at 
resent, that we may confer far greater 
lessings oa the commanity than sre now 
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it from our ancestors, lamentably imperfect ! 
Still, improved as the science now is, we may 
effect a great deal of good by proper atten- 
tion ; acute diseases may be overcome, and 
chronic cases lessened. I hope you will 
never be dismayed by cases where you have 
done your best and failed. You must re- 
collect that the medical profession will never 
save all cases, and that though we may lose 
cases we had hoped to cure, others who 
may come after us with better knowledge 
founded upon our diagnosis, though not 
with better intentions, may be able to cure 
them. Under sll circumstances it is our 
duty to persevere, and to consider ourselves 
the forerunners of those who will come after 
us with more knowledge, and practise with 
greater success. ; 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, June 18, 1831. 


How deeply it is to be regretted that the 
members of the medical profession have not 
an opportunity of meeting the learned judges 
of our courts of law, and engaging with their 
Lordships in a calm, dispassionate discussion 
upon the various important questions in- 
volved in matters connected with medical 
law! We are now too far apart ; the de- 
bates are conducted in an irregular manner, 
and the arguments adduced on either side 
appear to fall powerless, both from the lips 
‘and the pens of the speakers and writers, 
Their lordships are, doubtless, men of deep 
legal learning and research, but, neverthe- 
less, it must be confessed that upon the 
sadly perplexing question of medical enact- 
ments, they have shown not only consider- 
able want of discernment, but a still greater 
lack of common sense. That the Apothe- 
caries’ Act was an incomplete, anomalous, 
and grossly-absurd measure, none, we 
think, will ‘bave the temerity to deny; bot 


the public surely had a right to expect, that- 


when the provisions of such a bill were to 
be carried into operation by the judges of 
the land, those learned personages would 
not seize with avidity the most obnoxious 
clauses, and go beyond the letter by a forced 
construction of the most reprehensible of 
the intentions of their authors. When, for 
example, it was decreed that no man who 
was not legally qualified as an apothecary, 
should, after the Act of 1815, be enabled to 
recover, in any court of law, the amount of. 
a bill incurred for the performance of the 
duties of an apothecary, it surely was not 
intended by the legielature that members of 
the College of Surgeons should, under sueh 
an enactment, be deprived of their right to 
enforce payment in cases where they might 
supply medicines, In the cause, however, of 
“ Steep v. Henxey,” tried in the Court’of 
Common Pleas during the year 1825, Lord 
Wvynrorp held that the. plaintiff was :not 
entitled’ to recover for medicines which he 
had supplied as an apothecary some time in 
the preceding year, because, in the first place, 
he was not a licentiate of the Apothecaries’ 
Company ; and, secondly, because he was not 
in practice before the ist of August 1815 ; 
while, on the other hand, it was proved 
that the plaintiff was a member of the 
College of Surgeons so early as 1813—two 
years before the Bill passed the legislature. 
His Lordship,* too, took no notice of, or at 
least appeared not to consider, one of the 
concluding sections, where it is laid dowa, 
in terms sufficiently explicit, that the rights 
and privileges of the members of the Col- 
lege of Surgeons should remain altogether 
unaffected by the Bill. Lord Wynrorp 
admitted that the plaintiff’s was a “ hard 
bility of constitution, is 
health and tone of mind by the judicious em 
ment of Broom, which remedy has of late been 
administered to his sete’. one of the Houses of 
Incurables, where his Lordship was generously fur- 
nished with a seat, at a time when his bodily ail- 
ments made it inconvenient for him to stand else- 
where. His Lordsbip assures his friends 


his 
seat would be far more comfortable if it were not 
for the stinging effects of the Broom, es 


constant attention, and energy, aud | 
severance, you may see the profession, 

even in your day, infinitely more useful 

than it is at present; and that a day will 

arrive when it will rank among the perfect 

sciences, and not be, as we have received | 

amidst loud cheers.] 
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case,” because,” said-this vety discern - 
ing, patient, and discreet Judge, ‘‘ the Act 
was passed to protect the public from the 
baneful: practices of ignorant men; and,” 


said his Lordship, ‘‘ it cannot be supposed‘ 


that Mr, Sreep is an ignorant practitioner, 
as he is a member of the College of Sur- 
geons.” ‘The unfortunate plaintiff, how- 
ever, was deprived of the amount of his 
bill, was non-suited, and mulct in the ex- 
penses of the action. Now, as the law dis- 
tinctly ordained that the rights of members 
of the College should be unaffected by the 
Act, and further, as the learned Judge de- 
clared, that the Act was passed to protect 
the public from the injurious practices of 
iguorant men, was.it not preposterous in 
the Judge to disqualify Mr. Srezp from 
obtaining real redress, when he himself ad- 
mitted that the plaintiff was not an ignorant 
man—that be was not an individual whom 
the legislature intended to obstruct in any 
way in executing the duties of bis profes- 
sion? In such a case it was the business 
of the Judge to ascertain and act upon the 
spirit of the Bill, rather than yestrict him- 
self to the mere wording of the mere 
letter of a particular clause. Besides, his 
Lordship ought: not to have been content 
with referring only to the parts mentioned 
by the counsel; he should have perused 
attentively the whole Act, before he per- 
mitted himself to adopt such a decision, to 
the deprivation of the rights and privileges 
of a large. class of medical practitioners. 
Tn the fifth section he might bave found that 
the business of the apothecary was stated to 
consist in preparing and dispensing the medi- 
cines directed by legally-authorised phy- 
sicians ; this is the legitimate occupation 
of an apothecary, as defined in the Act 
—he would have then known that Mr. 
Sreep-had not practised as an “‘ apothecary” 
agreeably with the terms of the Act, in- 
asmuch. as he. had not dispensed the 
prescriptions of physi- 
cians.” 


Under the same legislative measure it is 
now held by Lord Texrerpen, that the ap- 


prentice may practise as an apothecary 
“ under the roof of bis master,”’ than which 


| nothing can be more ludicrous when placed 


in connexion with the other decisions which 
have before emanated from his Lordship and 
his learned colleagues. The words of the 
Act of Parliament are stated too plainly to 
admit of misinterpretation, and in the case 
of Mr. Ryan, Mr. Baron Bayxey felt jus- 
tified in maintaining that the defendant had 
conducted himself as an apothecary, al- 
though there was no evidence to prove that 
he carried on business on his own account, 

or that he had made any charge for the me-. 
dicines which he had supplied. On the 
contrary, it was established by evidence 
that there was no appearance on the outside 
of Mr. Ryan’s house of bottles or drugs— 
no emblem characteristic of the profession 
of an apothecary; his residence had in 
every respect the appearance of a private 
dwelling ; neither the name of Mr. Ryan 
nor that of the profession to which he be- 
longed was inscribed upon his door or any 
other part of his house, Still the judge de-. 
cided that Mr. Ryan, having visited a pa-. 
tient afflicted with hydrothorax, having pre- 
scribed for that patient, and having prepared 
and sent the medicines, had acted bona fide, 
as an apothecary, and had rendered himself. 
liable to the penalty. Now it is perfectly. 
obvious that Mr. Ryan went not beyond 
those duties which are daily undertaken by 

the apprentices of apothecaries, at least in. 
the case in question, for hundreds and hun- 
dreds of apprentices have visited, prescribed, 
and dispensed medicines fur the cure of hy- 

drothorax. We would ask, therefore, this 
simple interrogatory :—Had Mr. Ryan been. 
the apprentice of an apothecary, and residing 

with his master, would he then have been 

liable to the penalty? Of course, Mr, 

Justice Baytey and all who concur in the 

decision of that learned judge, must reply in 

the affirmative, What then becomes of the 
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“4 residence” decision of Lord Chief Justice 
Tsereapen? 

’ In order to place this matter in a still 
elearer point of view, we must again refer 
to the provisions of the Act respecting the 
qualifications of assistants to apothecaries. 
If the law withhold from an individual the 
privilege of acting as an assistant in ‘‘ pre- 
paring and dispensing medicines,” can it be 
supposed that the same law would confer 
Bpon apprentices the still greater privilege of 
visiting and prescribing in medical cases? 
In a word, are we'to onderstand, from the 
language of ‘Lord Texrenpen, that appren- 
tices, while dwelling with their masters, 
may, in every respect, conduct themselves 
ds Jegally-qualified apothecaries, while 
the experienced assistant, and while the 


member of the College of Surgeons, are|. 


held to be liable to the penalties of the Act, 
if they have not received ‘* certificates” of 
qualification from the company in Bridge- 
street, Blackfriars? Even the assistant, be 
it remembered, if he be destitute of the 
company’s ‘* certificate,” subjects himself 
to the penalties of the Act if he prepare 
and dispense medicines, unless he have 
served an apprenticeship of five years” 
fo an apothecary. How then, in the very 
teeth of the statute, ean Lord Tenrerpen 
contend, that apprentices are empowered to 
undertake those duties which the law scru- 
withholds from the assistant, who 
has served the whole term of his indentures? 
Tn conclusion, we may state that this de- 
testable Act of Parliament operates un- 
justly in all directions. It is no security 
to the master; it is often used as a medium 
of persecution against the apprentice ; and 
it works most unjustly as regards the well- 
qualified assistant. The master, under this 
Act, feels no encouragement to instruct his 
apprentice in the higher walks of the pro- 
fession, because he knows that whatever 
progress the young gentteman may make in 
Mis studies, whatever opportunity he may 
have possessed in following his professional 
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avocation, he must still, before he can be 
examined for the diploma of the college, or 
the certificate of the company, waste as 
much money in the purchase of useless 
* recognised certificates,” as though he 
were in a state of comparative igno- 
rance 6f even the rudiments of profes- 
sional knowledge. But it is to be hoped, 
that this additional exposure of the incon- 
venience and insecurity to all classes of 
practitioners, arising from the present state 
of medical law, will operate as another sti- 
mulus to urge them forward in the cause of 
medical reform, for nothing could be more 
disgraceful than the disabilities under 
which we exist, except the exhibition of a 
patient, slavish, submission, to wanton op- 
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Tue following requisition has been pre- 
sented to the Council by a numerous and 
highly-respectable body of the proprietors. 
The Council yielded the most prompt com- 
pliance to this important request, and have 
appointed the meeting for Saturday, the 
second of July. The question of the mis- 
government of the University will now be 
taken up, it is to be hoped, by experienced, 
practical, well-informed men—by gentlemen 
who are not bound down and enervated by 
the prejudices arising from ancient cus- 
toms ; but who will bring fresh, vigorous, 
and patieut minds to the assistance of our 
Institution, from the establishment of which 
so much good was justly expected to arise, 
and which may still prove a most useful or- 
nament to our coantry, if prompt and deci- 
sive measures be taken to obviate some of 
the defects which were permitted to exist 
when its machinery was first constructed. 
The proprietors must be resolved to proceed 
in the path of their duty, altogether unfet- 
tered by motives of a personal or a party 
consideration. Having ascer- 


tained what ought to be done to promote the 
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welfare of the Institation—what is their 
imperative duty—they must determine to 
fulfil that duty at all hazards ; otherwise the 
Usrvarsiry, or, as it should now be desig- 
nated, from the erection of Kino’s Con- 
ersity sink into 
utter insignificance, and the proprietors, 
when too late, will discover thet for every 
share for which they had paid one handred 
pounds, they will be incapable of obtain- 
ing twenty. Of one thing the proprietors 
may rest assured, that if the professors be 
net elected by “ concours,” or public exa- 
will never hold a high rank in the estima- 
tion of men of science on the continent, and 
it will never rise beyond the level of those 
public esteblishments of this country, in 
which the election of the professors is de- 
termined by the number of their friends, 
and not by the quantity and quality of their 
nierits. 


To tue Councrt or tue University 
or Lonpon. 
_ We, the undersigned Proprietors of 
the University of London, request that you 
will conyene a special general meeting, to 
appoint a select committee, who may be 
authorized to investigate the circumstances 
which have checked the advancement of the 
Paiversicy to that state of usefulness and 
importance which was contemplated by its 
founders, and to inquire ito the best means 
of promoting its future prosperity.” 
(Signed.) 
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Tux Committee of the Lonnon 
or Mepicrwe have engaged Offices at No, 9, 
Lancaster Prace, Stranp; that is, in 
that fine broad street which leads from the 
Sraanp to that magnificent structure Wa- 
TERLOo Buincs.: The situation is open, 
quiet, and centrical ; the carriages of pro- 
fessional gentlemen may stop there without 
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inconvenience or disturbance ; it is conti- 
guous to one of the greatest thoroughfares 
in the metropolis ; and, es a place for carry- 
ing on the business of the Cottzce, until 
& convenient and gn appropriate building is 
erected, 8 more suitable spot could not have 
heen fixed upon. The Offices will be open 
for the transaction of business some day in 
the course of next week. 

Before we proceed to reply to the ques» 
tions which have been proposed to us by our 
numerous correspondents, we may state, for 
the satisfaction of those gentlemen who are 
desirous of witnessing a eomplete renova. 
tion of the medical profession in England— 
an entire remodelling of the statutes relat- 
ing to medicine, that this College is reeeiy- 
ing support fram all branebes of the profes- 
sion, to an extent that was not expected by 
more than one or two of its early promoters. 
Zeal the most unbounded is diaplayed in 
the cause; and the list of Fextows, before 
the general convocation to be held in Sep- 
tember, will be of a length and character to 
strike terror into the hearts of the miscreant 
monopolists. 

But the gentlemen w ho come forward in 
aid of this institution are net prompted by 
malevolent or revengeful considerations, 
Feelings of a personel nature are altogether 
discarded by them. They are anxious to 
see the members of the profession supported 
and respected while in the discharge of their 
professional duties; and they are also most 
eager to be assured that, when the sun shall 
have for ever set upon the professional 
exertions of the practitioner, the peaceful 
and endearing participators in his pleasures 
and anxieties, may not be left to pine in 
misery and want,—may not be left with no 
other hope of support than the niggardly 
pittance of an inconsiderate world. 

The following questions are extracted 
from the letters of a bost of correspondents 
belonging to the various classes of queriats 
mentioned in 8 ares wat of this 


awe 


** Will the production of diplomas be 
adequate proof of the eligibility of a candi- 
date for admission to the fellowship ?” 

Certainly not ; it will invariably be ne- 
cessary that documentary evidence should 
be supported by the collateral testimony of 
respectable personal reference. How other- 
wise can the candidate be satisfactorily 
identified with his testimonials ? 


go of Physicians, and of the College of 
bysicians, and ° 
in Ireland, eli eligible ?” 
Undoubtedly, 


“ Is it necessary (hat the diploma of the 
Royal College of Surgeons in London, in 
order to render a member an eligible can- 
didate, should bear any particular date?” 
No, it is mot; and the members of the 
late‘dissolved corporation, who may still be 


living, are eligible candidates, 


not practise either icine or surgery, but 
who nevertheless are members of of the Col- 
lege of Surgeons, eligible candidates ?” 

- The committee will probably feel some 
difficulty in deciding upor such applications. 
we are of opinion, however, that the claims 
of such candidates would not be admitted, 
as, in a great measure, the utility of the 
College would be neutralized if those gen- 
tlemen, whatever might be their attain- 
ments, who only carry on a trade in drugs, 
were permitted to enjoy the title of ‘* Doc- 
tog.” It is the object of the promoters of | ™¢D 
this College, not only to protect the public 
against incompetent practitioners, but to 
secure to all qualified medical men the 
support and confidence of the public. 
The title of “ pocror,” therefore, it is to 
be hoped, will be a distinguishing mark by 
which all medical practitioners may be 
readily recognised, If gentlemen, engaged 
only in a trading occupation, were to hold 
the title, the public would be incapable of 

discriminating between those who may, and 
those who may not, have just claims upon 
their confidence, 

« What will be required to estab- 
lish the fact of having ben 

ill 


been in practice be- 
fore August 1815 ? the production of 


account books suffice, or other documents, 
such as certificates of physicians, or other 
medical men, or of the local authorities of 


i 
lowsip of te 
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the the pase f which the practice has been 
carried on?” 

Two respectable references to professional 
gentlemen will be sufficient, or one refer- 
ence with the production of the books. It 
should, however, be remembered that 
diplomas obtained by means of misrepre- 
sentation, will be forfeited on discovery of 
the fraud, and the families of such persons 
would, in all probability, not be allowed to 
derive any benefit from the ELEEMOSsYNaRy 
FOND. 


** When will it be ne 
the fee for the diploma, and the subscrip- 
tion to the eleemosynary fund? What is 
the amount for the 


er, and will 
annual payments be fixed, as regards the 
latter, for proportionate advantages to dis- 


abled members or their widows? Where 
should proofs of qualification be sent ?”’ 

The fee for the diploma, which is 3/. 3s, 
for those who are qualified to practise, may 
be forwarded as soon as the candidate has 
ascertained from the Committee that he is 
entitled to admission. The annual sub- 
scription to the Eleemosynary Fund is not 
yet fixed, but of course that circumstance 
does not prevent any gentleman from con- 
tributing at once to the support of such 
charitable institution. Proofs of qualifica- 
tion should be forwarded to .the offices of 
the College, Welw 
loo Bridge, 


to forward 


nH) it likel that’ the | the sanction of Parlia- 
be obtained for the new College ?” 


emt be the 
subject. 


‘* Are surgeons in the navy, from 1808 to 
1815 inclusive, and = have commenced 

ractice as surgeons and since 
1815, eligible as candidates ?” 

We are certainly of opinion that all navy « 
and army surgeons ought to be admitted to 
the fellowship ; and hope that the members 
of the Committee will concur with us in 
that opinion. These gentlemen have suf- 
fered quite enough from the persecating 
provisions of the Apothecaries’ act, without 
being subjected to suffer exclusion from a 
new College, founded upon the most en- 
larged and liberal princi les. 
for admission to the Fel- 
pox of Mepi- 


ree 
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ctxe, is personal attendance before the 
Committee absolutely necessary ?”’ 

It isnot. Reference and documents, as 
already explained, will be deemed sufli- 
cient. 

The questions proposed by many other 
correspondents will be answered in our next 
Number. 

We subjoin two or three letters, from 
amongst the mass we have received, which 
our space will admit of our inserting at 
length, in order further to show the spirit 
in which the proposition of the Cottzce 
has been received in the profession. 


Sutton-in-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire ; 
June, 1831. 

Sir,—As the Editor of Lancer, 1 
trouble you with this, to request that you 
will have the goodness to inscribe my neme 
ou the books of the London College of 
Medicine, as a candidate for the Fellowship. 
I have been a reader of Tus Lancer for 
the last seven years. As a matter of course, 
when I saw the inclination for medical re- 
forts pervading the profession in town, I 
Was anxiously awaiting some plan to be 


proposed as a basis on which to build a 
superstructure, which might produce ad- 


vantage and satisfaction to the whole medi- 
cal body. Iam now satisfied that the dest 
of structures for such a foundation is laid, 
and J shall be happy if I can by any means 
contribute to its support. 

The » inconveniences, and suffer- 
ings, which country practitioners have ex- 
perienced in many parts of the kingdom 
within the last six years, and particularly in 
this,a manufacturing, district, are not to be 
described. The most cureful and steady 
member of the profession has not been ena- 
bled to lay by a sufficiency for the necessary 
comtort of bs wife or family after his de- 
cease. ‘fo the widow and orphan the Elee- 
mosynery Fund must prove a generous and 
noble resource. 1 shall become a subscriber 
to this institution as soon as its arrange- 
completed. 

correspondent names the proofs 
of his eligibility as a candidate for the di- 


) 

I shall hope to see, tlirough the medium 
of Tue Lancer, how and when the requi- 
site fee for the diplonia is to be paid; as 
soon as that is understood, one of my town 
friends will be ordered to call accordingly. 

Believe me, Sir, to remain, 
With the sincerest respect, yours, 
James Witttam Vatantine. 
To Mr. Wakley. 


Rotherhithe, June, 1831. 

Srr,—I cannot but most sincerely 
tulate you upon the brilliant success which 
bas crowned ail your efforts in the cause of 
mefical reform. The establishment of the 
Lonpow of Mepicine, which jus- 
tice compels me to attribute to your un- 
daunted and unwearied exertions, upon such 
exalted and admirable principles as the re- 
port in your valuable journal of this day 
contains, must and will assuredly command 
the undivided support of every member of 
the profession who is an enemy to mono- 
poly, corruption, and oppression, Although 
but a junior member of the Corcece, I hail 
with delight this happy change in medical 
gOvernment—a change which is calculated 
toraise the science of medicine and surgery 
to the rank it is so justly entitled to hold, 
to confer the greatest blessings upon man- 
kind, tocrush nepotism, and put a stop to 
the direful effects arising from family and 
private influence in the disposal of public 
appointments, and to afford the industrious 
and talented student the means of arriving 
at the highest pinnacle of professional fame. 
What man of independence and integrity is 
there who does not feel this to be a glorious 
crisis—whose heart does not glow with feel-. 
ings of joy at the recollection that he is no 
longer to be trampled upon by corrupt and 
remorseless oppression—that the hour has 
arrived, when his unprincipled, persecutors 
shall no longer exercise their unjust and 
arbitrary influence over the most enlightened 
part the community? Farewell to our 
monopolising colleges and corporations ! 
Rotten in constitution, what can uphold 
them? ‘The very walls, which have so long, 
concealed from public view their fraudulent 
and tyrannizing machinations, are already 
shaken to their foundations by the mighty. 
force of public opinion. At this moment 
they totter, and. the hour is fast approach- 
ing when they will assuredly fall. I can- 
not help, Sir, expressing myself thus 
atrongly, when I recollect the indignities 
that have been offered to the unrivalled 
talents of an Armstrong and a Grainger; 
and because I have seen the general practi- 
tioner trampled to the ground by these vam- 
pires of the medical world, whose talents in 
the uggregate have been fur inferior to those 
of the individual whom they bave so long 
and so malignantly persecuted. I should 
consider myself entirely devoid of every 
principle of honour and independence, if [ 
did not endeavour to uphold by every means 
in my power the cause you have so long and 
so nobly advocated. 

As a stanch supporter, then, of medical 
reform, and anxious to enlist myself at once 
under its banners, I will thank you to in- 
scribe my name as a candidate for the dips 


of the Lonpon ov Mepicine, 
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reader, 
Henry K. Ranpstt. 
To the Editor of Var Lancer. 


11, Breck 


nications should first inquire what are the 


-|causes which have led them to adopt this 


ing.” Here comes alist of causes, 


Lawest ever since its commencement, I|}such as,—‘‘The out-door duties of the 


need 1 
good wishes I have watched noble ex- | the dispensing of medicines to a young and 
i inexperienced boy i 


prospect opens 
most-desperate condition, is mainly 


enlightened and benevolent hearts, and 
hope will remain for ages a monument of the 
virtue, perseverance, and sbilities, of the 
founders. Who fora moment would hesi- 
tate to become a member of such an insti- 
tution? Huve the goodness, Sir, to inscribe 
my weme as thet of a candidate for the 
a of the college, and as soon as pos- 
sible I shall bring my documents, in proof 
itimacy, to your office for 
. And now, as an bumble mem- 
ber of the medical profession, and an admirer 
of your courage and uprightness, I most sin- 
eerely and feelingly thank you for my share 
of the debt we all owe you. Believe me, 
conduct throughout has made such an 
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poor 
me if I could not subscribe a guinea towards 
raising a monument in memory of your 
generous exertions in bebalf of the perse- 
cuted General Practitioners of England.— 
I am, Sir, with every sentiment of respect 

and esteem, 

Peancts Surgeon 
CAMPBELL, 
To Mr. Wakley. 


PHYSICIANS AND DRUGGISTS, 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
405, is a let- 
ter a Mr. , remarking upon 
the various letters thet have appeared from 


pel him to trust 


, and in uence mis- 


emetic 
being weighed, to the 


Painful be it ssid, this occurs most 
tly in the apothecary’s shop. From 


to your man! eee te life, and very frequently the drugs are im- 
and 


have so well exposed the | these facts, can physicians and surgeons be 


blamed for recommending their patients to 
any respectable house where they are cer- 
tain of baving their prescriptions faithfally 
dispensed ?” First let us ask, Are they fects ? 
I should say, Certainly not. Why is it that. 
the a tices or assistants of the general 
sre more careless and incompe- 
tent than those of a chemist? I can hardly 
imagine that any person can be found s0 
hey aud barefaced as to contend and 
maintain that they are or more in- 
experienced, His out-door duties would 
compel him to leave at home some efficient 
and trust-worthy person, and not as Mr. 
Douchez remarks, 8 young and inexperi- 
enced boy. If mistakes occur, and impure 
drugs are used most any | in the shops 
of the general practitioners, how is it they 
are not more frequently unsuccessful in the 
treatment of cases? Mr. Douches would 
have us believe, I suppose, that it is mere 
chance, a lucky hit, that they are successful 
at all ; but if an M.D. or Pure be called in, it 
is talent, superior skill, and ability, that re- 
store the patient to health, combined with 
the pure drugs of a respectable house, i. e., 
a chemist, Mr. Douches forgot, I ae 
that others, and far more impartial 
servers, have inquired and considered atten- 
tively what are the causes which have led 
these highly-sifted mortals, these talented 
M.D.’s and Pures to adopt this proceeding ; 
and from all that I can learn, it is in more 
than nine cases out of ten jealousy, and a 
wish to degrade in the eyes of the public 
generally, the most useful class of medical 
men—the apothecaries. 

Should the above remarks be worthy 8 
by an y insertion greatly oblige 

Aw 


June 6, 1831 
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PHYSICIANS AND DRUGGISTS. 
and algo as 8 subscriber to the E:ermosy- time to time in your Journal censuring cer- 
wany Funp; and remain with‘every feeling |tain physicians and surgeons for sending 
of gratitude and respect, their prescriptions to particular chemists 
to be dispensed; he makes use of nearly 
the following words :—-‘* Before an attempt 
is made to throw any odium upon this class 
of titioners, the writers of those comma- 
_[nock-Crescent, 
Kentish-Town-Road, May 26, 1331 
Sin,—Having been a reader of proceed 
have hailed every difficulty surmounted if as digitalis and prassic acid, omitted alto- 
~ ress towards the t crisis. | gether, one substituted for the other, ealo- 
the Coy re in without 
0a our al hazard of the patient's 
owing 
severa 
one 
seeing that 
abuses, it every men in the 
Dation to come forward and put his shoulder | 
to the wheel. 
The London College of Medicine, with} 
the proposed Eleemosynary Fund, is oue| 
of the noblest institutions ever founded b 
pression on my mind, that though I were | 
. 


exasperation of the 
of 


PUERPERAL METROPERITONITIS, WITH 
PHLEBITIS OF THE UTERINE VEINS. 


We would emphatically solicit the atten- 
tion of our readers to the subjoined im- 
portant case. In a late Number of Tus 
Lancer we inserted six of the same de- 
scription, tending materially to render the 
disease no longer a matter of controversy or 
speculation. We may be permitted to add, 
that though we cannot but admire the ac- 
cursey with which the pathological history 
of the present dreadful epidemic in the 
Hotel Dieu is collected and related, we 
must condemn the miserably inert manner 
in which the treatment is conducted. 


Cass.—X——,, ztat. 28, of sanguine tem- 
perament, and sufficiently strong constitu- 
tion, was admitted on the ist of Miarch. She 

ined of violent pains, and the mem- 
branes had already been ruptured. The 
neck of the uierus was yet very high, the 
dilatation trifling, and the circumference 
about two lines in thickness. These pheno- 
mene announced a long and painful labour. 
Two baths were given her on the 15th, and 
in the evening the orifice of the uterus was 
oaly from three to four lines in diameter, 
but its edges were very thin. At length, 
afteranother batb, the pains became stronger, 
and after three days’ labour, on the 16th, at 
6 a.m. she was delivered of a healthy well- 
formed child. The placenta was allowed 
to remain until expelled at the 
end of ten hours! 

Vespere. Feverish, skin hot and moist; 
lochia abundant. 

17. Rigor during the op ee skin hot; 
pulse frequent, smail, tight; abundant dia- 
phoresis; abdomen very tender to the 
touch, considerably s 3; womb con- 
tinues enlarged. In the eveniog the skin 
Was still hot but dry, and the belly con- 
tinued painful on pressure, Lochia still 
copious, She was bled to three cupsful ; 
the blood showed the buffy coat. Diarrhea 
Supervened soon after the bleeding, and 
continued all night with aggravation of the 
abdominal pain, especially in the hypo- } free 
region. leeches were applied 

the abdomen, with 

ae Less heat of skin, but belly contiaues 
tender ; pulse frequent and small. Bath ; 

low diet! 
it was found that she had 
ngs during the day, with 
pain ; pulse 
150, 


In the eveni 
irregular shive 


|light, and abdominal. The tongue dry ; 


vomiting of yellow bitter. matter; intense 
thirst; excessive bh tenderness ; 
lochia scanty ; diarrhea; respiration anxi- 
ous ; breasts <a Thirty leeches to the 


19. Worse ; 


purging continues, Bath ; 
Evening. Same symptoms. Forty leeches 
to the belly ; bath and fomentations, 
20. Appearance rather better; but the 
less frequent, still. continues 
and abdominal; the belly tense and 
coadar delirium of the “cheerful kind, the 


tinues ; 

; eyes sunk and 
haggard ; flatulent, and 
acutely tender. Two blisters to the calves 
of the legs; mercurial frictions over the 
a 
22. Has not since previous report ; 
delirium of the same character continues; 
belly free from pain, but tense, and slightly 
meteoric ; pulse frequent, small, and tight 3 
skin aatural ; tongue red and dry ; 
liquid stools ; no shivering ; respiration regu a 
lar, Mercurial 


drin 

23, Countenance greatly changed; eyes 
sunk, hollow, and lustreless ; tongue moist ; 
nausea; belly tense and meteoric; diar- 
rheea ; lochia absent ; a frequent ; 
costal, anxious and short; pulse frequent, 
small, "weak, and abdominal ; insomniation ; 
skin of normal temperature. Death a 
three P.at. 

Dissection.— Abdomen , sero-purulent ex- 
travasation charged with’ numerous albumi, 
nous flakes, some of which adhered to the 
surface, and effected the union of different 
folds of the intestines. 

Uterus.—Tissue white and easily tora, 
traversed by- numerous veins, five or six of 
a contained pus. Some remnants of 
placenta existed in the usual situation. 
The pelvic and abdominal veins were 


} The spleen and liver were healthy in ap- 
, and the mucous cont of the diges- 


tive tube was pale and softened, especially at 
the stomach. In the chest there were some 
old adhesions of the right pleura, and the 
jlung of the same side’was rather indurated. 
The left lung and the nervous system offer 


ed no peculiar appearance.— 


_ PUBRPERAL PERITONITIS, . 38s 
cer- - HOTEL DIEU. 
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plasm of bran and starch. 
In the evening she seemed rather better. 
and 
e in- 
vould 
icient Jomentations; t0W diet and 
; Mr. 
peri- 
npure 
shops 
, they 
nthe | 
would 
mere 
essful 
Lin, it 
re- 
| with 
i, @., 
atten- 
we led 
lented 
ding ; 
| more 
pu 
sedical 
rthy 8 
pu will 
TIGR, incette 


TO CORRESPONDENTS © 


‘The diploma possessed of Tux 
Lancet, woald not protect the results 
which io wishes to avoid. 


W. P. would not be qualified to practise from 
having held the situation which he mentiens. 

The case to which a Constant Reader, Guild- 
hall, drew our attention, oecurred in private prac- 
tice, and it would be an unwelcome act of intru- 
sion, were we to accede to the suggestion of our 
correspondent. Our pages would be open, how- 
ever, to the communication of the particulars by 


= himselt. 
ent com pcr Seat that “ although the 
Raval We Western Hospi down, an- 
other ao though Z a more ited nature, 
‘called the Western Dispensary, has been set up op- 
te the * Yorkshire Stingo,’ where medicines 
advice are given gratuitously to any class of 
Persons whom it may suit the interested parties to 
serve with them. I have been given to under- 
» he adds, “ thet one or two young surgeons 


unless he served ian of “ five 
years.” 


of Mr. Hodges, Medicus, 
a Disappointed Student at ae 
the Birmingham School Prizes, &e. &c. &c. next 
week, 

A Constant Reader. Notwithstanding the -- 
eumstances mentioned, the surgeons to whom he 


refers are not legally qualified to practise as apo-' 
restriction, 


thecaries. It is an iniquitous but such 


is the state of the law. 

A great nawber of corres 
explanatory letters from the 
pon ov Mevicine. 

M. will find it stated elsewhere, that it = not 

for hi ttend before 


will receive 
of the Lon- 


the committee. 

affords us 
The letter of our my ~~ E. F. at Leeds, 

= receive an answer from the Secretary of the 


Genti The tive bi would be ac- 


stand, 
in the neighbourhood, who had set up in 
have been ruined through the agency of this pest 
house. The nature of which,” he — 
“a few of the more inde pendent t medical men 
at High be, shall ha 
correspon a ‘om ve 
certificate’? named will be sufli- 
nt. He deg our best wishes. 
W. G. K, will find in the Report all the inf 


itters 

ceptable to though, in all probability. ly 

unpalatable to’ those who require their 

1 | Communication, if possible, shall appear next week. 
Areply to A. B., M. D. next week. 


Examiner of last week. 


a. H. ene ital in London which 
we can 


under existing 
the best of a badly- 


tion he may oe oe which he may not 
‘Undersrand, we shall be glad to make clear. 
An invalid “Subscriber Forbes’s translation of 
nec. A mevical bookseller can answer the 
ee more correctly perhaps than our. 


The letter of Ar. A. Dillon was overlooked. An 
answer would probably now be useless. 
of Midwitery,'™ pablisbed by 

i 
To the second questiou—Yes. ashy. 
4. W. R. should examine the terms of his inden- 
ture, by which the a ty of course compe! all 
strictly to ai should then make 
te his the of bis com 
and they, without doubt, w 2 ves the fi 
formance of the contract entered into. 
Wt is Mr. Thomas Hodges who is a member of 
Committee of tie Lonvon Contecr or 

a ay not Afr. John Hedges, as stated in the 
the committee attached to the Report in ou: 

jst No. 


We cannot give positive answers to either of 

of An Old Subscriber, who bas tor 

ied tous * specimens of extracts of Hemlock 

bat with regard to the specimens 
them both tobe greatly adulterated. 

‘Sef vlk Practitioner will tind every particular 
relative to the qualitications tu be possessed b 
on for the diploma in the Report which 
we pab ‘The terms of subscription to the 
Eleemosyuary Fund have not yet been arranged 
for publication. 

of the General Dispensary, Al 

is to the attention 

profession to the advertised prospectus «1 

course of Chemistry which he is 

now delivering, on the ground that a simila 
Course has never before been attempted in London. 

A Lover of wishes some uf our cor. 
_— to tell him the derivation of the word 


for which he says » bas hitherto ir. 

an consulted both men and 
Mr. J. We would not naviee him to inew: 
the hazard of such a step, as the creatures are im 
res.) His situa ion is a most painful one. Nor 
Ky - BL iu this instance to be biamed, a: 


conducted set. Sie shall go hard with us if we do 
not, ere long, obtain some better arrangements for 
the students. 

Ingenuus. It has been determined that there 
shail be, at first, no examinations in Latin, Greek, 
French, ‘or German. Education has been so much 
neglected at. the consti‘uted medical authorities, 
that to classical examinations upon the 
carly candidates would he litte short of an act of 
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